























f tO 
/ tke appeatgo all who ‘hal give Phem(clar di 
“trouble to read the following Sheer yich that Ar- 
Y tention which is neceffary for the well underftand- 


fe “Objections, however, muft have fome- 

F- hing dai in them, fince the Judicious Author, 
\ who continues to give us the Nowvelles de la Repub» 
| Tique des Leteres after the Learned ait S Bayle, {peaks 
thus: * There & not much likelibood that M. de Vig- 


neu! Marville will dipole the Publick of the Eftecm’ 
f have ce Te es CHARACTERS of M. de 
+ hewerer will not repent of his 
which be makes upon that Author, 
° cae be iets ‘bis Work : T concluded from hence, 


'd to be read, it was like- 
es while “to ‘refute it. on this is what | 
Publith this fmall P 
attacks the Baie of M.de 
the Work which he publith’d un- 
¢ of The Charatters or Manners of the Pre 
orphans him ftep by ftep, and be- 
: dos with the Peon of Nd ‘Bruyere, 








ong, 
k, that follow’d 
* Bouillon to the Conqueft of the a, 
d; thi fhall be the Man from 
a vile fds in ete Words 

inghele ari- 
sil et anexampled Vanit * Bur he had been 
0M. dela Pome he had feen there- 
pon fuch Men, who being 
born fo long as 
3 cy canting yet fancy themfelves well de- 
Keended fo foon.as they happen to make a Fortune. 
fal arse idle Whim which M, de 7a Bruyere attacks 
ly in fo many om of this Chapter. 
irspany Fm ea before the Pailage 

mow quoted afrer M, de Vigneul-Atarville,) by 
hebas (ten Jame Prodigy, Fi ‘aly serfuedes 
‘has feen it: Another, by concedling bis 
to. belicwe at Laft that he’s as young as be wou'd 
So the Man who, meanly Born, te gota ba- 
cof bis lcended fom this Ancient Ba- 


Great Viftount, bas she Pleafure to belicwe be 
aver there's nothing at all in it, 
te ge sg who knew how muck all 1 Org 


eed with this Diften 


cially in the Minds of Ockers, 
2 gaat fays ne; 
apf ra little Lord, arriveste it, A’Great 


- desal Me a 





Bruyeve brings 

fion, but in fh Saree © hee, eee 

“knows che whole Keane and that he only 

fpeaks of himfelf thar he the more freely 

Jaugh at thofe who are 

Evil... If ever, any Great Mam, fay: 

worthy fis Cores “ever I 

and fo gn, as before, then {halt this 

Man from whom { am defcended in a dirett Line. ole 
There is not a Word in this whole 

difcovers. the. Irony the Author had in his 

awhen he wrote it, | M. de Ja Bruyere does not fa ae 

Now pretends to be defcended from that 

Ja Bruyere, whom all the Chronicles of France 

among the Men of che higheft Rank thar: ‘d 

Godfry of Bouillon in the rang oF Oe eee 

beng eet ty ae CF ecaddict sewed 

this Geoffry 4s. the 

in a dived Line: He ‘haa 

ae his Defcent from that 











“ pact ; 
ef « Soly, ‘hen 

“ hearken 

= Sirakvas 30 





eafon to.com 

oughty. Critic 
~ immediately follows that which he fo ‘miftakenly 
cenfures, he wou'd have feen that M. dele Bruyere too 
well knew wherein real Nobilicy confifted, co make 
* an oftentatious Shew of an Iilaftrious Pedigrec, 
even tho’ he might have able to have prov’d 


it, inftead of priding himfelf in a Gentiliry with- 
out proof, as his furer acenfes him.: If Gentility 
bea Virtue, fays that Great Man, Whoever as not Vir- 
cis Bye bis Title (Pops f fet ie tery <f a Tri. 
"tis @ Happinefi ro be nobly defended, * Says he 
in another places mf a ine igo Mert, 
. no enquires whether we are fo or no. Is it like- 
» fy thata Man who has fuch noble, fuch exalted Sen- 
' ents, thou’d be capable of falling into fo foolith, 
. fo. childith a Vanity as he is fo confidently charg’d 
with by M. de Marville : 











derbathebdowich-aepard aq-ehe 4 

Bears on. him’ of his being a ( 
ma yi hse get feet bye 

prefent a: Ages of the Antiquity 
Nevers Lfay, was AClufation wiorfe 
know nor whether M. de 
fe ii its but a excepredy I-don’t: 
can doubtit, ai er reading: w 
this Head... fay’ afe 

npon this: are 


of. very am 
i reset ‘Ron unknown Mo 





eect reconcile all Parties, ty “beet | 
ftinaly that wharhe faid, bit any rational and :per- 
different from what he is made to fay by 
\ fome the Company, and fometimes by all toge- 
hers is commonly Se = hoe 
pee ‘in Company. ec icu- 
: bur Cuftom will needs have it ex- 
ce ord wever, the World has not the Indul- 
fe who make ic their Bufinefs to Cen- 
: 'y other Men’s Works. Men expect 
ie snag splenang more eee 
can ey ¢ Reflections yj jook, 
aad and again, rill they ts. they 
is apparently what .was 
Marville, at Aeatt with 
which he fo rn falls 
’s Book, fince he has taken 
wrong, as I believe I have ploy'd. Let 
if he has had better luck in what follows, 











ey foe 
oe fo reef sbi. Bur! 
Reafons for fo doings 


a 


joa Fiat sea er in am-Opera which 

it 
we Le Gadd wad be mae 
the Things roe, Re 


f, I fay, M. 
the Opera had, in mn fhore 


had been liable to a jut 


i it ae 
0} 
Fiano; 
Verfes 


© Qui m 





tho! the 

ay det bya ‘sigh Yontorrs ; 

the Beauty of the 

t) sanchaeeed by ee wonderful play- 

i the Machines: yet all chis does not hinder 
from being tirefome, if the Subje@ of 


ipayy if there’s porhing that couches 


the Mind, and if the Verfification be 

hand dull. Inthis Cafe co defpife an Opera, 
Tafte, and not the effe& of 2 

lution to contemn, what. all, che 


aint. And, onthe contrary, to efteem 
albthefe Faults, "tis accom= 
it Decora 





ut iois M. 
iment anaer r 
rpofe, than.to let us fee the 
Dddnefsof his Tafte. Whence we may co 
hat according to M. Boileau, it is no yery go 
roof of Mifanthropie (Inhumanity) not to.admis 
n Opera ; but that, on the.contrary, to go to am, 
Dpera to admire it, is to declaré ones {elfagainit the, 
noft general. Tafte, and to make ones/felf ridieu-. 
ous Oe pretending to judge of whac we don’t un-. 
le: d. : 5 z nS 
But My de Vigneul-Maruille will perhaps fay, that 
IM, Boileau’s Authority is no Proof. Lagree it, But, 
¢ muft likewife agree thar his is none neither ¢ 
and that, fet one Authority againft.r’orher, many 
People will, in a Point like this, follow that of a. 
amous Poet, preferably co that of a + Doétor an 
1 that Doétor had produc’d fome 
\ of Opera’s, Lfhou’d have done 
rong to hayf quoted thofe Veries of Boileau’s ; 
t ever to. prevail over Authority's» 
And aseveily Lover of Truth ought to eftablith asa. 
‘Law to hingielf, to embrace what he believes to be ~ 


* 








cept agaitit, or I’m deteiv’d, am 
d w A, Gree wig hn aaa 
Alluftrious M: St. Evremond , who is 
nirer of | ’sJand thar top for much 
: ; D Se een As expref- . 
fosh nd: moré home, it to M. deVignen!- 
rule. to fee whether M. Se hoinkd, whom 
ins for,” a celebrated Writer, abo bas giv'n to his 
dl the Strength they avere capable of swithin the 
cafon, Was not déparred from Reafon here. 
hae M. St. Evremond has been too free 


belie 

| Opera’s, he tuft thenpur that Gentleman 
ife ‘in the Rank of Mifanthropes, wiboerefe much 
ialbion.: And if he isnot willing to’affront him 


for fo fmall'a matter ; tet him feck for‘o- | 

roofs of Mudé la -Bruyer’s Mifembropie, or let 

enuoufly Gwa rhar he was fomewhst too 

, in charging him wich chat Vice. Tut 
it 











uftnef 

none of the Varieties efeape them, that join in the: 
up the Sweetnef of the Harmony’; Soon after’ the’ 
ments fiun us, and the Mific {tems no more to? 
but a confufed and-undiftir } 
fupport the dul! Tediou|ne) 
neither the Charm of Song, nor 

good Speaking ? The Soul sired ont with a long’ j 
10 That in which we can find nothing affecting, rétivés in 
10 itfelf to find fome fecret Emotion, by io f 


+¥: 


be touch'd’; and the Mind, score in vain ‘ed I 


effions from without, has Recourfe to empty 7 
pe a Phebe with it, elf for ing fon} vege | 
Satisfattion, In-a word, eis Ld ' 
wiiverfal, that ave only think bow to. a 
Pleafure the tired ‘ator can fete i “< 
HOPES OF EEDT E! per 
LU 





de Vi shave 
ia Brayere had exprefs'd- himfelf’fo roughly? 
A ial fof wit oe Dane Machines, and 


ifitent Foolery, but 


Reatspease fri Bay o pet th ot ‘of the Opera, 2 


awbich fuch great Expences bad 
ben osde, ond oi sats Pains ihe! 4 


- “+ Quis calum terris.mon mifceat, C mare cielo? 





ah Boldnefs! what Temerity | what Infolence! 

this had been the leaft he cou'd have faid ; firice he 
calls him A4ifanthrope for daring xo fa: he knew mot 
bow the Opera atith uch perfeét Mufic and a truly Royal 


core coud af fucce[sfully tire bim, 
Marville has fhewn. us the 


Sa suments made ufe of by M. de 
eaten and M. dela Bruyere, to perfuade the 
World that an Opera was a very 
ment, he may then blame the 
Exremond, M. deta ,, and of al 

_ eir’d with an Opera. Bu rill then, 
enfion to lapgh eee 








ever fzid of M.dela Bruyere , as of Socrates 5 that 
he was ddviaar sandie Fool iit pri Boom of Wit, Bc, , 
M. de la Bruyere # M.dela Bruyere, af a Cat ea 
Cat, and that's all 2 Wife or otberwife , 0 maar 

¢ this © 


himfelf about the Matter. Whar Man 

would not believe that M. de le 

him(félf without any Ceremony to oré 

tes , in fome Place of his Book? It is, 

certain thar in the. Paflage which M. de Vigne 
Marville had his Eye upon, the Author of 
no Body but Socrates from one End to t’others This 
Critic had done well to have quoted the Place. “I 
will do’ for him , that the Reader may judge the 
better of the Splidity of his Remark. + “Twas . 


















yere Speaks Only of Socrates; that twhat he fays 
4s true, and very remarkable} “What harm 
therein this? Ob but, fay you , who fees mot that 
tis all meant of M. de la Bruyere bimfelf? Nou fee 
ft : And that isas much asro fay, thar what was 
heretofore fpoken of Socrates is applicable to 
M. dela Bruyere. If fo’, why are you thus angry 
atfeeingit? Iddon’s fee # , fay youagdin. But "tis 
M. dela Brayere who in this Place would have me fee 
it, with fo much Vaniry that I cannot bear it. But there’s 
no Relation between Sccrates and My de la Bruyere ; 
why therefore do you fay, That M. de Ja Bruyere 
meant himfelf, fince he does nor name himfelf? 
po pee you ‘not rather apply the Comparifon to 
thofe whom it really fuits, Aolicre, Boileau, and all 
fach who have givens real Portraits of the Vices 
and Irregularities of the Age ? Ic is not lawful for 
ctiticife any ching in a Book but wha: 
it, and which is vifl¥e to the Rea- 
Otherwife, there would be noWgnd of Criri- 
nd there are no Extravaganciybut might 
judicious Wrger. 
aderftood by what fave faid, as 
to have the fame 
as was heretofore of Socrates, 
a hime it bests chat 
C 1¢ Vicesoi his A 
eople who have thought his _ 
chimerical: M. de V7 















M: dee 
on himfelé 


Te cine ic will, 1 know a wire 
lately caft the fame Reproach on,M 
Bruyere, as the Fools be invented did , if M- de} 
neul-Marvillé may be believ’d. This Mani 
Vignen!-Marville himfelf, who fays in Pag..340. 
his Melanges;, M. de la Bruyere is nave 
M. Menage, in <7. oa licule of Manki 
in’ revea it, 5 sins ¢ 
For M, de moe 
der, Men ridiculous ilies St ‘ 
which bear na Refemblance. 
had forefeen’ this Criticifin ofa . 
villé’s, “tis highly probable he would 
himfelf the Trouble of creating Fools om te : 
abufe him. a 


who has 












V. Onur Cenfor retuitns to the Onfet.. 
ther Place, sy he, M.de ag ere appears 
auftere and mar agreea le, Char: : Not. that 
uneafy Soc >a Mitamcheope who 

Mankind ; in the Chai x P 
pher,_“ hg imf 






Bs 
S Affuirshy crys he, whoin thy. f t 
Need Amy iny Adliancet: me, and Vv 
“ co the ianermott, Receffes “of my’ € 


“€ Philofopher is acceffible 
bt ph ecm, Yous : 


jasithed We of shat Charaéter, adds 
pbowike Be ees then does -he endea- 
it, by breaking his naufeous Jefts 


"M. & la Brayere’s ordinary. ig? Bu 
en it muft be granted, fays this judicious Critic, 
" te without fappofing either an Antichamberor Clofet, a 
Fraction. grt Aas y bare introduc’d bimfelf to M. de 


before be bad an Apartment in the Florcl 
descr was bur one Door to open, and but one 
Chamber next the oe in tavo by a flight 
ene allthis to the Purpofe ? Becaufe M 
: was but intferent tly 





of Senfe, who - has a pd ete 
Now He is the true Philofe a pee 

live secslyys in oehae ts eft ‘at Tha 

comprehending, thar 

to-endeayour to gain the Peicodhine ‘of 

manner of, Offices. His Albans ‘are not 
loft. He foon sees the. Fruit thereof, with \ 

reft. Which thews, b by the way, thar infead: 

ing frighey ds or ev'n blufhing at the Name of 

pher, there's no Man in the World who ought mot to : 
avery kr oe Tindture a ory pee ey as M. de 
da Brayere (from whom ‘f borrow this Refle-— 
ion) Phildop befits all she ee Tie Prattice: 

it 1s ufeful to a $e. where 


VL. This, i 
ree os i 





f i iding for the ordinary 
of providing for the ord: 
"Twas no other than what has hap- 
_ ee bea > wht 730 the 
0 which they were the Or- 
at) h iais an extreme Milery. 
new-Marville himfelf gives us a pretty 
bo heap ae Scholars ; and inftead 
pring with their Misfortune, he feems touch’d 
45 from what he tells as of M. du 
Why he not the fame Humanity for 
Ja Bruyere? This Critic feems to infult him 


specie tet an Occafion to tell us, that he 

forc' jor. I know nox what M. de Vig- 
ile means by a Fore’d But form 

ould | thofe #riters may be call’d fo 

of n0 themfelves , thofe Compi- 


ry, little Tales and thread-bare 
ch any other has Gee Ree 
ey > Aut! made th hafte 10 
what teenie fetter, 

overbial 

polite 








a dull Book is pari ii 
ches who write Yor. Bread ; { 


ee . 

And ev’a this is no very good Excuife, if-we 
believe Father Tarteron, who in his’ 
fut and Fuvenal fays pleafantly , That 
Printing, a Man fhould never be pref 
Reafons in the World ; no, not for be 
Becanfe the Public Kas wich Ind 
fome * Sayings, which dropp’d fre 
Men in Converfation, and which ib 
jifh’d after their Deaths ; Now, forfooth, 10. Au- 
thor can { die bit there is prefently printed a Col- 
lection of the fine Things he had been heard'ta ” 


fpeak during his Life : And fome even’ take the 
Pains to makethefe So rt of Colleétions || in their 
own proper and private Names, for fear no 

fhonld think of performing this Deyoir to them af- 
ter their Deaths, *Tis-wifely: done of aes For | 


elf Who would have neta of, 
Account fo many beautiful. if Socrates, 
Ariftippus , Protagoras, Antifthe ith which — 
they All thole « ‘whic 


bur which might y 
been fe : n Dio jertius , in Phi. | 
si eerer es Err ae 





Ana-thip ; that is, 

ions 5 full of uncer- 

le Decifions ill grounded, or 
fof Proof, and fla Jelis, or fach 
cagt =p hundred Times elfewhere. 
rsas thefe may sy call’d Forc’d 
“hot fuch who have the genuine pene- 


deta Bruyere, and: who write 

fs, Vivaciry, and Delicacy, 

‘cellent Man does. Now if among this 

mpilers there are fome who are not 

ee throughNeceflity to publifh fuch kind of Col- 


iofis made in hafte , without Choice or Dif- 

cretion, they are but the more blameable for that; 

and when they were preparing them for che Prefs, 
fhould have been told what the Mifant 

to Orontes, in Moliere, Be rul'd by me, refift 

im; Let the Public be depriwN of thefe Amufe- 

whatewer Solicitations yok may have, do 

at Court, of a worthy Gentle 

by 2 covetous Printer, with 





£3 con sha or the ie feems & 


$a Shart of the at beter ais ; 
“to Extremity, till ve By has ‘d him 

Le we fel by Reco + Then they i 

“congratulate h and from that 

“ Place as 2 Man # Merit”. That ist 

Words, continues: our Cenfurer, that the 

awas fort’d te admit M. de la Bruyere, and taal to 

it, becaufe thé Time foretold by M. Peliflon was comes 

viz. That the Academy, through an unaccountable Policys 

forbearing to make pe opel techs and to go out and mect 

Great in order to introduce them into their Soci 

would fiuffer themfelaes to be ne bylntereft and Bribes, 

and wow d in Spite of themfel hegr iat to Favour, 

ahich it ry se to grant, nib oa to neg er 

EY le uy ° 

¥ “Ah, M. de re 
“-Bencer at Ci fice i cso ia 

“S Bruyere for, Hay: ra 

mé leave, Sir, to 


Be eto Cli 
brated 7 is wa 





4 Place in: d 
ted it re, Gentlemens anid rith 
@ Confins, that I owe 
(good Pleajiere 


your re: Tt apa 
5 nor Gredis, nor-Riches, nor Authority, « 

that cond Influence you, 1 am withour all shefe 
Jovant ‘Thing, A Book which for its 
arte fh Rrra Ye and yna- 
f whereof me me & Pre- 

r bith and 
7 tbe Si which I 
pon a Can any Man 
snd wou'd have hone’ ‘in 

che 








[avi eck What a Fal ei! 
pe: an Explication? .Wou'd«not one 
Place in SE Sa demy was as go ay 


4 Figare: Eor orherwile 
ken it into his ‘Head , 
meant 2 Place: 





vé to/him m an 

‘omy wok ining, 

¢, whofe fhini 

vy , fo foonas 

2? Ifo, 

fone s which fornith i ny 
whic! us with fo man 

oF an aca Jealoh ‘d 


too much enlarg’d : spe sr 
Carobno bre 

vil icifm,had to. 
te it. Bat I was defirous 
y by this Example, into what Inconyeniences 
ers run themfelves, who, at 
rh a down fich Perfors or Wri- 
: ‘ood Forcund to Lesapet me 
ac, they take every thing ap bY 

at random the. 
dy condemn the beft Pla- 
zi ing sembly the eer 
andtl bee A 
2 of 








Pm ~ VIL, Whae our Cenfurer adds as: afin 
Stroke to the pretended Character . ’ 
Bruyere, cannot have more Solidiry chan w 
have already confuted, fince ‘tis buile on. tl 
Foundation. .. No Philofopher, fays he, wad 
bumble in Appearance, nor more haughty in Res 
M. de la Bruyere, . He gets .aftride his G 
and in proportion as be vifes, be freaks with the great: 
Roldnefs and Confidence. ‘“People may refuf to give 
“my pickin their juft Recompence ; but can 
not leffen their, Reputation: -Or if ree fake 
* What will hinder me from defpifing ix 2” As 
de Vigneul-Marville quotes thele Words , shey can’ 
be apply’d: co any but M. deta Bruyere. Buty. as LY 
faid-before, Who has reveal’d ro. this tharp-f; . 
«Critic, that M. de ls ere meant himfelf, 


as weil any other Philofo; 
ces of, Mankind in order to their, Al 
a Rig to.defpile, oie thei 


run down bi vos 2h 





ts they a 
; what better © 

— Giiathete ain tataie nse conleghernly, if ME 

_- tempmeche falts ? And confequently, if My 
dela. was ever expos'd to the Hatred of fuch 
, why might he not fay, “ You cannot leffen she 
Reputation oo Writings by your flat Wiatticifins, 
< ee the wrong 2nd malicious Applications you 
make of my. Words? But if you, fhou’d for a 
mex! impofe on the Public by your Calumriies 
“and odious ill-grounded Refiexions, Who fhall bin- 
~ © den-me from defpifing you? You expect pee that 
> T thou’d give my fle the Trouble roAnfwer you. 
© But you're miftaken. That-wou'd be pangs 
<6 eight to your empty Reafonings.* 1 rather 
* chitfe to look on ‘em with Contempt, ‘as they 
“doferve.” - Allowing that M.-de la Bruyere had 
expreft himfelf in this manner, or that whac he 
does fay is capable of fuch a Meaning, yer how 
» does he deferve Cenfare? Js it nor certain, that | 
® upon many Occafions tis adaudable Pride not to 
©) valne-the ineffectual Niblings of Envy? This was 
~ the Condué obferv’d by M. Boileau: And yer who 
“Blames that Grear’Man for chufing rather to enrich 
ublic with New Pieces, than ro watte his Time 


fcing all thofe impertinent Saath, which 


























at-firitmade on the Works he pub! As 3 

joy bin ik that che famous Mine ad hart 
elf to better Sais than in argu- 

Adverfaries, in. e {pent the belt 


g 








i era 
| wa remo bares : et 
| tons of 1 their oan Imagination ? 


there is ngthing in all chis pretended P 
is copy’d after Narure: T! 


drawn at Random, and without any 
of the Original, which the Paamnec ates 
prefent, 


But enough of the Perfon of M. de Ia Buyers: : 
Now let us fee whar our af finds afmils in his 
Writings, , wi 


* M, de la Bruyere’s ows Words; Ch. 12. 





LTE Averring were Proving, “never was Book 
“% better criticiz’d than that of M. de la Bruyere 
mn by M, de Vignen!-Marville. Bat fince every 
“up for 4 Critic, becomes a Party in 
“Caufe, his Evidence goes for nothing before 
‘Tribunal of che Public. After fach a Man has 
“Achat fuch or fuch an Author difpleafes him, 
je 38 neceffary that he fhou’d tell usin dif- 
; sand in differenr Manners, that he 
as his Thoughts, Style or Expreffions. We 
iit already. All chat is expeéted from him is, 
nonitrate clearly and folidly that fuch or fuch 
fe off the Book he pretends to animadvert 

is: Worthy of Condemnation. 
w very well thar feveral-learned Men have 
Retailing i 





Hie Anchos 20g Ue 
Tarteron {ays pleafantly ) | 
y incompre, mal 


is tp be read eh that 
SSiainratrhar a Pail 


other aon es ea it piers unde 


what. they } 
like Decifions, i learned eis 
pe ro the Rai * all the: oom 
arteron Vi well oblerves, « 
4 Lege wet than that Pofitive el fi 
: Groundlef. Air of Authority, oabicd i Jeen to is 
in certan ring acta! . os 2 
And int uch a Criti vo oat 
of no manner of ufe. What ee ef ae 
know that-fuch a Thought or fuch a Werk aifple 
fes Yous if if I’m ignorant of the Rates & 
you condemn it? For Wold Df C 
reading the hea Ses to the, of Del 
by Father Danie! ‘ 
plicity of his Expre 


Mere erie ae ea 
a h S 4 





| The 0 bei’ pretty i. to 
he, Tm certain I fhon'd bave Time 
that Judicious Author wou'd 
t much better,tif he had 
i ere Method we oe 
‘Man fuppofes what he pleafes 
himfelf to prove it : A Method 
, that, in following it, the beft 
ay be anfwer'd without taking the Pains fo 
tead them, “Listrue, uch a Cri 
{mall Inconvenience ; that as it. is 
made, fo ‘tiseafily deftroy’d. . For there’s 00 
but hasa Righe to hifs at all fuch naked, un-" 
Decifions; and to oppofe to. them ‘others 
tly, contrary : So that by Cricicifing in this 
@ Man is.no forwarder ac the Upfhot than 
Marquis in the-Play call’d the Critick yf the Schoot 
who refolv'd to, run down that 


fonders by faving, in the 


He thought it execrable, to the Jaf 
ut they call Execradle, But he was 
( that this Decifion of His 








which be Sometimes lace in This 

avithout ever catching that Point. 

ciles Words with Things, in which ba 

Parpole evel ey: 2 

Purpofe ferve a fe wild Aife: itt 

are not fubftantially pars "d by: pear avabl Sy 
les? I much efteem all the good Tig bh ede sa 

Bruycre bas drawn fromour good Authars , conti- 24 

nuesour Critic, with the fame Air of a 

who expects to be belieVdon his ha 

efteem the Manner of Wis i 

Fa fd iv'n them tas ‘he 

fread gy hegod ite a 


ommond 





hey er, tony, sequal tot 
rie. AL dreadful Charge! bur 
inftom all this? No earthly Thing 
‘ville does not pe i ot, 
Kk; fO.that all who efteem’d 
‘te read this Criticifm, may fay 
be ie tcf ude ment Liu make of the CHA- 
OF THE AGE ; Very will's’ Now, Sir, 
Heal, think Tour wdgment utterly vi- 
&.. We fhould nor,)*tistrue, be 
¢ for this Gounrer-Criticifm neither, 


gfe Pe > than ‘hey Have to 

po ota which is nor warranted by any 

‘burhisown. ‘This is what M.de Vigneul- 
ona to have guarded againft, fie 

gn moftiof the Things which ‘he? fa 

ae f the Age, he enters into Di. 

Por it he hadReafpn notto | 

Man,ought 


ewho fhou'd Ge 











Bi chen damon b 
ry of what M. Vignei 
withoue bee 


» TM ac leur 
Words : If thefe Charaéters 
at'it' sy Anil $f they do take, T 
The Variety and Uncertaiony ‘of 
is fo great, thac M. de Ja Bruyeren 


fpeak thus'of a Work, wherein he had 
to give’ genuine Reprefencation of | 

of his Age. ‘For; believin on the one! 
he had-faithfully executed % 
he ought not co.have pablifh’ oe 

well wonder at the Mif ce 

contain’d nothing b t 

every body as to hi 

confid 





ve Th arclays Eyphormio 
roy hin genc- 
Courts of jedoces g 


ightly, yet bis Book bas ly read, 
is Day. The fame may be faid af the Gi- 
us Sxculi , and other the like Books. 
M. de la Bruyere’s Charatters bave 
and bore Nine Editions, fince, entring 
the Vic prefent Age, be chara- 
«¥ ‘City, who are tainted Nd 

- malicions Curiofity catches 

all thofe’ Libels [Weve 

handins 355 a 
of the Vices i 

‘Side leve'to caff their 
‘go make ther- 








it wou'd follow, thar the Satines 
Jucrel, R ier pat 3 

are efteem any other Account, 
Pleafure moft Men take in enter n 
with the Vices of Orhers, Bur with. 
Marvilles good leave, the Cafe 


admire thofe Authors, becaufe they 
and the.féveral Portraits they draw of 
rors, exact, their Raillery fine, folid, 
ably. expreft, And whenever ¢! 
praifing what is Praife-worthy, as they | 
do, the Rae is pete Ey 
ums, as with the Satiri s 
. Worksare interfpers’d. tf 





rhe i ‘efented to thi 
lere is Tepe to them an 
en cuneate lively and na- 
never fails co 'pleafe. | A 
‘thefe Portraits divert them, 
no TI oughts of applying them to 
iting, r this Reafon 
omedy, whercin aredten Human 
Vd a bly into Ridicule, without 
Yerfon in the World, in whom 
leaft Likenefs... For In- 
when the Pitis diverted with fecing the 
fe,\n10 Man there fets before his Eyes 
C s Acquaintance , whofe Chara- 
es an Hypocrite : Bur ‘the Picture 
1 them , becanfe all. its Fea- 
Mi drawn , and admirably well fit the 


ive him. 
Prvcritnes 





fame. Malice is not 

great, as to blind the = 
wes aoe make them. Sh Socrs 

tho evef fo impertinent. were fo, 

had been prelelr'l a: sho nyse fall of 

pa and er cits eee a 

es again! reareft. Men, fay, 

nacy tires feen as in the time of, se by 
| hae become of them? Taya et 

unlefs it be the famous Catdolicen of 

ValueTime has notin che leaft ia 

arifes this Diftinétion in Favour of 

Is it from the Malice of Men, and their a 

Satire 2? No; But ‘from the. intrinfic Goodn: 

the Piece, which, a5: Father Bote ts fe 

ry Thi that bas been written in that 

ges. ¢ is feem throughour that ‘ol 

f aed Jl, ae sae i Hiab 

through the ru: vols Ci off agit | 

the thle Verfes oes thes oe eae wary. fine a 

tural Character, ise has 
| oie ate and be 

Momenv''twas | 
illefays in. 
Picky the 





din the moft odious manner,‘ and the Royal 

“nat mich favour'd. Here was Matter 

the Malignity of Men: And yet of it 

‘was not fufficient to give a Valuecto thofe 
or prevent their ating ioe Oblivion, 

istrue, the Malice, the Paffion, and the De- 


fire of ‘ing the Perfons who are the Subjeé of 

~ a Satirical Work,may fora time keep up the Vogue 
of-it. Butif ic is dull and impertinent, the World 
weary of it almoft as foon as of fulfom Pa+ 
negyric.. A thoufand ridiculous Pamphlets which 


were produc’d during the * laft War, at Paris, 

London, Vienna, the Hague, Amferdam, and other 

Places, area good Proof of this. Tho’ bought up 

read ‘with Eagernefs for fome Months, they 

thrown afide in a fhort time, to make way 

for others, which being no better than the reft, 
foon underwent the fame Difgrace. 

When therefore a Satire is generally efteem’d, 
4s. not enoogh to fay, in order to damn it, that 
this general Efteem proceeds only from the Incli- 
pation Men have to make themfelves merry with 
the Bailings of others. . This way of Arguing 

- cdin'e be michal, till aSatire, which ba: h-4°2 


‘Curreney ¢ time, comes tofink andbede - 
fpis’d.. Then deed. after a Man-has saniied 
~« pro ‘dtheFaultsof it ( which muit be done ) hé > 


nay 





confequently i Vignenl-Marville 
like the Cbaraélers of the Age De tcl aah a 
lyefteem’d, hé cannot (to jutify his Diflike ). 

, fonably fay, that “tis mo wonder M, de la Bruye: 
CHARACTERS have had fuch « and bore Nine — 
Editions, ince, entring into a Detail of the Viees of the ~~ 
prefent Age, be f cherathriels All, both of Court and Ci~ 


ty, who are tainted with any of thofe Vices. “Forif M. 
dela Bruyere has well executed his Defign, his Work: 
cannot but be valu’d, like Boileau’s Satires, and Mdo= 
liere’s Comedies : And if he has executed it ot 

wife than well, “tis Matter of Amazement that his 
Book has been fo long and fo generally efteem’d. © 
Sothat if M. deVigneu!-Marville is of nd that. 


M. de la Bruyere has mifreprefented the Manners: 
his Age, he fhou’d prove it by Reafons drawn | from. 

, the Work ie felf, and not from the Mali of. 
Men, which of it felf is noe fufficient to make a 
witlefs Satire keep its Ground for any confidera« 
ble time. 

But what plainly difcovers, that this Book of 
Charaéers, does not owe the Approbation it has” - 
met with, to the extraordinary Paition which the.» 
City has to be ——— wth the Vices of the 
Court, to the Pl which the Court takes im 
engertataing it felf with the Pailings of the City, 

r to the inconceivable cae 
sto be inform/d of the feandalous News of i 
her ; is, that rca epee of M. dela a 
Book went Prt e thos 
ry few of thofe 
apply’d to particular: Str Peon ae 





Patina 


TE has. perhaps 
dy chan Paris... Hol- 
bers‘of théetm; and in England, 
yerfally liked, that Tam inform’d there 
Six’ Editions ev’n of its Tranflation. 
thefe People roo a branes Itching , 28M. de 
Maraille calls it; tovbe acquainced with the 
of all thofe of the French Nation who make 
re at Paris or Verfailles? But haw fhou’d 
comeiby that Curiofirwtowards Perfons whofe 
“Names ‘they. are ignorant ef ? And how are 
ey able topick them out in the CHARACTERS 
OF THE AGE, wherein nor only thofe pretend- 
€d\Perfons are not nam’d , but the Characters 
which are giv’n them contain nothing but what 
ofe Foreigners may as well apply to a thoufand 
ther People, as to thofe whom fome Folks fancy 
Sehr had 3 tie ye 2 As Bpieies 10 
Example, opens M. de /a Bruyerc’s Book, and there 
Be with this Charaéter =” Argira pull of ber 
4 pe fore her white Hand; remembers very punthuale 
a Mooalk of ber little Shoe , that {he may be fup; 
72 alittle Foot; fhe laughs at things pleafant or 
jfuers ber fine Set of Teeth : If fhe difcovers hep Ears, 
 they'reaell made; and if She does xot dance, 
fie ts mot quell {atisfy’d with ber Shape, which 
what too Square ; She knows perfe(Ny well what 
ber'Intereft, onething-only excepted , fhe is always 
and-wants Wit. . Muft this Exglifhman geeds 
elf to M. Pigeons Mornilg (for By, 
4s the'only Perion fit to be confulted i 
) to be inform'd what Perfon either of, 
tot City M. dels Brayere defign’d to.re- 9 9 
oe . r 











prefent under the Name,of Argyra2 Thisis not © 
neceflary. He hasno more ro do, to caft his 
Eyes round him, and he will find Perfons. enough 
whom chat Charaéter fits. Which is fu 
to make him fenfible that M. de /a Bruyere has 3 
defcrib’d in this Place the Weaknefs and Blindnef 
| of moft Pcopte, who negietigg 0 look into their 
greareft Defeéts, are very quitk-fighred co their * 
leaft good Qualities. . 
Betides, by M. de Vignenl-Marville's manner of 
Speaking of M. de la Bruyere’s Book, one wou'd 
{wear he never read it. For by maintaining, as he 
does, that the great Succefs it meets with from the 
Public, proceeds merely from an ill-natur’d Plea- 
fure-which Men take in ecing their Neighbour’s Faults 
laid opm; he feems to fuppofe it to be no- 
thing but a Heap of Satyrical Portraits of the whole 
Town, as he exprefies it. And yet nothing is lefs 
true than fuch a Suppofition. For the Book does 
not only, almoft throughout, confit of folit Re- 
flexions, which folely refpeét the Virtues or Vices 
of Men, without any reference to any Perfon whar- 
ever, as will appear co every Man thar will give 
himfelf the trouble to read it: But likewife moit of 
p the Draughts therein contain’d, can no more be 
apply’d to certain parcicular Perfons, than ro a 
Thoufand others whom M. dela Brayere never faw: 
And fome others (not a few) contain the Elogiam 
of Perfons the moft diftinguifh’d for Virtue or Me~ 
, Fit, char haveappear’d in France towards the end of 
see XVIIth Century : Characters much more pro- 
re to excite the Envy of Men, than to awaken 
hat ill-matur'd Curiofity, which, according to M, de 
/ Vignenl-Marville, makes. them find fo great Flege 
fure in feeing their Neighbour’s Failings deteéted, awhile . — 
their own are bid, agen from themlelves  thgt it gives ~ 
them a Relifh rH flac and fenfelets Satires,fuch =~ 
ne the Characters of the Age, i " Ba, 











~ An Account of the Life and Writings 
But fince we are fall'n upon the Article of rhe 
Portraits whicke M. de la Bruyere has interfpersd 
in*his Book, we fhall tranfport hither all that our 
Oricic fays of them elfewhere, that we may make 
the better Judgment thereof by feeing it all toge- 
ther. 2 
Il. M. deVigneu?- Marville begins to {peak of the 
Portraits which are {pread throughout M. de Ja 
Bruyere’s Book, by snacking with the utmoft Intre- 
pidity the advantageous Judgment which was made 
of them by M. Menage in the Collection of Thoughts 
afcrib’'d to him after his Death, under the Title of 
Menagiana. “° M, de la Bruyere is wonderful, fays 
“M. Atenage, in hitting the Ridicule of Men, and 
“ in revealing it.” He fhou'd rather have {aid con- 
ccaling it, adds M. de Vigneul-Marville ; for M..de 
Ja Bruyere, by over-fraining himjelf to render Men ri- 
diculome, makes Chimera’s and Sphinxes, which have no 
refemblance. M. Menage, as find as he is of his M. de 
la Bruyere, os fore’d 10 own that bis Portraits ave fome- 
what loaded. He is mealy-mouth'd, and dares not fay, as 
he truly might, that bis Portraits ave too much loaded, and 
fo unnatural, that moj of them are without Originals to 
match with thom, When a Man psints from his Fancy, 
he may load bis Draugits, and give a loofe to bis Imagi- 
ration: But when be draws from the Life, he flou'd copy 
Nature as fhe really is, M. dela Bruyere, befiiles tha 
he works rather in Water-colours than Oy!, and does not 
under ftand-the diffrent Tones, or the Union of Golours ; 
and, generally fpeaking, bis Pictures are only sketch'd obs 5 
bas this farther Misfortune, not knowing how to Defign 
correlly, he fpoils bis Figures, and makes Monfters andy 
Giresefea’s of them, 
|. Apleafane way of Crigicizing this! He firft begs 
the Queftion, then repeats it f eundred Times and 
a hundred feveral Wess, Without any Proof; and 


alter- 








. 3 
afterwards falls to Triumphing, as if +he had 
knock’d down his Adverfary beyondsecovery! The 
Jeaft School-boy might have done.as much. M.We 
Vigneul- Marville has a Grudge againft tho Porrraits 
of M. de la Bruyere, and againft M. Menage, who 
approves of them. He declares it lovidly, he is mot 
mealy-mouth’d: Bur, in fhort, ail that he fays (0 
baffle M. Menage, is, thar he difagrees with him mm 
Opinion about the Portraits which are found in 
M. de la Rrayere’s Book. A pretty Bulinels chis, co 
trouble the Public with! According to M. Aéenage, 
M. de la Bruyere # wonderful ia kgtting the Blind-fide 
of Men, and in revealing it. Say rather in concealing it, 
replies M. de Vignenl-Marville, gravely. ‘Tis true, con- 
tinuc$ M. Afenage, Af. de a Bruyere’s Fertraite are 
fomewhat loaded ; but yet they are natur!, Will M, de 
Vigneu!-Marville Mow this? By h& means. Why 
then, fay you, he will endeavour to refure ir by 
fenfible Examples or irrefragable Avguments. No ‘ 
firch Martrer. He will content himfelf with oppo- 
fing co M. Afemege a quite contrary De nm. A 
de la Brayere’s Portraits, fay's he, ove mot only too such 
leaded, fo wamaturel, thet mot of ehen.a tet 
10 match with thm, And becaule fome 
re ufed to affign the Victory to him who 












































































aks moft and Jalt, M. de Vigvew!-Atrvile, who 
s refolv'd to inake che Experiment, fays nd 
in different Words, thar M. de ta Buyer's Por- 


are ill contriv'd, that they are Skerel’d, Mur. 
dads that they are Monfters and Groresors ; thus 
inningly borrowing the ‘Terms of Are which few 
eople underftand, the betrer to blind his Readers, 
by ewing them that he un y fe Marrers,- 
and can {peak of them dywing!). And indeed, too 
many are apt co be impos'd upon by thofe Dodto- ~ 
| rial Airs, They fancy that one who tpeaks imfich * 
a pofitive Manner, muft hays good Reafons for 
E2 what & 










‘Confequence For, on the contrary, « 
dre furnifh’d with good Reafons, haften co Jay them 
down ———, eee wafting their Time in 
fruitlefS Words. But let us for Moment fuppofe, 
that M. de Vignew!-Marville does not. condemn Mzde 
Li Bruyeré’s Porerairs without a Realon:) Why does 
he not make that appear to others, which he fees 
fo plainly himfelf? Does he imagine all the-World 
have the fame Sentiments he has? That wou'd 
be having a good Opinion of Mankind. But why 
then did he {quander his Ink and Paper in Publifh- 
ing to us what he fuppos’d was known to every 
body before he rook the. pains to write it down in 
his Mclanges d’Hifoire & de Literature? And ifvhe 
believ’d (as is, méft likely) thar fome People might 
be blinded in this particular, either through: their 
‘own Maligniry, as he has already told us, or bythe 
Authority of the AMeagiana, as he will by and by 
*tell us; Why does he hide from us the good Rea- 
fons which he has to condemn M. de la Bruyerc’s 
Portraits, and which might ferve to difabufe thofe 
who admire tiem?“ Oh, yon'llfay, M. de Vig- 
“© ‘non)-Marville's Defign was to baftie the Menagiana ; 
and his Authoricy ts fufficient for that ; it\ought 
certainly to prevail againft a Collection that is 
not own’d, which at beft is buf a Pofthumons 
» “" Work, and which confequently wants that Ex- 
“-nanels of 2 amie that Clofenefs of Rea- 
* foning; which, gencrally fpeaking, are 
** be met with in fuch Writings as have been Vitwd 
** ‘aud review'd, and to which the Author-has’p 
« * the laft Hand.” Well, -beitfo, Jerthe af 


. “ey Menage he p. 348% of bts Melanges, mightil 
fies ae isBragares ur teaoe Me ee : My 
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a BARA hare alge : 

+ But did not M. de Vigneu!-Marville in his = 
ence:know, before he wrote his Book, that M, de. 
Ja Bruyere’s Book was approv’d of in France and Fo- 
re rng that it was printed saaeeorinnd 
before the. Death of M. Menage? * Why then does 
he.content himfelf with telling us gravely, that the 
Portraits which are found.in that Book are not na- 
tnral, that they are sketch’d and murder’d, that they 
are Grotefcks and Montfters ? Does he chink. thar 
upon fo formal a Determinatioh, all who approy’d 
of M.-de Ja Brayere’s Book, will renounce their 
nion to embrace his, and rather chufe to take his 
Word than trutt their. own Judgment? Or does, he 
give all thefe Decifions for Proofs? I take him to 
be a Man of too much Senfe to be guilty of fuch an 
Error; "Tis his Bufinefs to. inform us whether he 
does fo or not. But, inthe mean time I’m afraid 

|} fome People will be apt co fufpeé he had nothi 
better to. fay, and that he has plainly fhewn by his 

Example; chat if M. de Ja. Bruyere does not always. 
if] Defign correctly, yet he has pretty well Painted cl 

pofitive Cenfurers, who, believe they are difpens'd. 

with for giving a Reafon for what they advance. 

The Portraits this: I.know not whether it be ix 

Weater-colours-or, Oyl, M.deVignen!-Marvillefhall judge 

of chat himfelf. Zo SAY MODESTLY, that fucha 

Thing. is good or-bad, and (N. B,) to give.a Realon ahy. 
indiso, requires.a Man to bea Majter of good Senfe aud 

ge ; “tis movealy Matter, The fhorteft way is to 
paechare.in a pofitive Tone, either that it is exgorable or 
wonderful. 

And here I thall obferve (if I may be permitted . 
toleave M.de la Bruyere’$Cenfarer for 2 Momgnt) - 
that noching is more Sage than the Advice which © 

‘ E3 a Ltarn- 5 









ee es 
a rs a Time, 
is ion of Learned 
” oy shou fon Words ond 
Banguage todrefs them in, "Tis evident that Authors 
are yet mort oblig’d. co follow this Advice chan 
they who fpeak in Publics for whereas the latter 
may impofe upon People by an agreeable Ourfide, 
by a.charming Voice , handfome Gefture:, lively 
anid Pathetic Pronunciation, which ravith andien- » 
chant the Mind , by. inceflantly prefenting to it 
new Thoughts, which holding it continually in 
Sulpenge, amufe and bubble the Hearer, without gi- 
xing him time to-examine chem, the other, on the 
contrary, cannot expec to fix his Reader’s Atten- 
tioy, but by laying before him fuch Thoughts as 
are ngble, folid, exaé, profound, and tending to 
ene andthe fame End. Thefe are not Sounds 
which ave foft in Air, and. prefently forgotten: 
They are.Words which remain. continually in 
Sight, «which are compar'd, examin’d fedacely 
and in cool Blood, and whofe Geherence.or In- 
egnfiltence iseaflyfeen. But asamong;ont popu- 
Jqv-Oracots, commonly call’d Preachers ,. there/are 
fome. who wou'd be hard put co’t if they were 
mot to mount ghe Pulpie rill they had furnith’d 
themfelyes with Things capable of movisg intelli- 
gent and clear-fighced Men, it being cuftomary 
with moft of them‘to palm upon us whatever comes 
uppermeft, at random‘and without any Preparati- 
on; fo likewife. many a Bookh-maker wou'd be 
cued to filence, if. he, were oblig’dnot ro take Pal 
in Handtill he had furnif’d himfelf with Thoughesy 
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+ .* Volaiprins habeat Orati de qua di i i- 
“nn NORR star Carat de got de igen i 
modoe M Tull. Cic. af’ M. Brutum Orator. cap. 34. 
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(ve i peasy) ig phe) 
fic for the Entereainment of Men of Senfe. = 
Mi fir wey oberon pet erates 

they very often venture upon writing‘on | - 
jects’ ‘which they do nor underftand themfelves.. 
+ Suche one fRares up on a fudden , takes Pen, Iikeand 
Paper, and without ever having had a of it 
fore, Jays t0 bimfaf, Twill write a Book, the’ ba 
no other Talent for Writing but the Want of Fifty Piffoles, 
«=. + He will write and get it printed-too : And be~ 
caufe he mujt not fend blank an tothe Prefs, be blots 
and {cribbles a Quire or tavo with fuch Stuff as this ; That 


the River Seine runs through Ks City of Paris ; That 
there are Seven Daysin the Week ; That it rains, and is 


bad Weather , or fome Things of the like Tmportance. 
There are fome who hire themfelves out to the 
Bookféllers , to work’ Taskwork upon any Subje& 
whatever , either in Verfe or Profe : A is of- 
tentimesthe Bookfeller himfelf who furnifhes chem 
with a Title, to which they undertake to fubjoin 
with all {peed a certain Number of Words, which, 
when they fill up fo many Pages, do at laft amount 
to what they'cMll a Book. Hence it comes we have 
fo many New Books at Paris, wherein are feen no- 
thing but Diforder and Confufion from the Begi 
ning to the End; lax and indeterminate Tho 
trivial Retle@ions, falfe Reafonings, bold unmain- 
tainable Affertions, ‘Fadts uncertain, ill exprefs'd, 
and crim’d ridiculous Circumftances, dc. 
But , by what Phear , “cis not only in “France that 
he Bookfellers have Aurhors in their Pay 5 bue 
Fhofe likewife of Englenil and Holland have them in 
‘pretty good’ Numbers, and no lefs Fra in 
iecry Trifles. Too fure a Proof of the Deca: 









$ Mp Broyete’y words, Ch, XV. 
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of polite - fess reer O 5 foch 
Books {poil they the Putlic) by habicaadinge 
ix'to dull and infipid Things, as is very well ob- 
rv'd by M. de le Bruyere in the Sequel of the Pal’ 
T juft now quoted. : oF 
Sut to returntoM, de Vigneul-Marville, He’sin 
the wrong to refle& upon Mude Ja Bruyere’s Portraits 
without giving any Reafon for all the hard things 
he fays of them: Bur, however, that does not hin- 
éer their being crue, I confefs. Let us‘therefore 
fe er they be or no. All that he finds amifs 
s reducible to this, Thar they are too much 
[o unmatural,ther the greateft Part of them are 
ty Original tomatch with them, 
































TV. The greateft Part of thefe Portraits do not, 
itis time, hit any body, provided M. I”igncal-Mar- 
ville means by this, that they do not fo agvee with 
any cercain Perfons as not ro. be applicable co any 
other, But they cannot for this Reafow be con- 
demn’d , fince they were not made to reprefent 
certain particular Perfons , exclulivt of all others. 
TPhis is what M. dela Bruyere cells us himfelf, in the 
Preface he put before his Speech to the Royal Aca- 
demy.. I.did indeed paint after Nature 5 but I did) pot 
vabways mean to paint Mr. Sitch a one, or Mrs. fuch a one ; 
I did not bire my felf out to the Public. to draw nothing 
bat true Portraits, and fuch as ly Tike , for 
fearshey foou'd Jometimes be known, aud not jecm feign d 
or imaginary : Nay, I was more difficult and awent far- 
ther; [took one Feature from this Side, and another Fea- 
sure from that, and from thefe fame Features which might 
polfibly concur in one and the fame Perfon, I drew fome 
Portraits thst were natural and probable, 1 
; And confequently , thefe Portraits not hitting 

“any Perfon in particular, is {6 far from being a 

x Faulr,..’cis rather onceof their greareft Perfections, 
fince 


fince they only ly reprefent what efent 

mind to snclenteo ei the Chara@er’ 

‘who mids nothing bat 5 makes it hi 
Concern, and thinks he was yborn,for no other 
Purpofe. Ipbis, “a4 he, fees at QBarch a new 


Shooe, be looks is cum, and blufhes, and'can nt loma c 
er believe bimfof dreft: He came to.Majs only t6 flew 
rimfelf, but mow be hides himsfelf : He is held 4 the "4 
in bis Chimber all the reft of the Day; He has a foft 
Hand, and maintains it in Tealian Pajte: He is [ure to 
laugh often, to foew bis White Teeth: He fers his Mouth 
in order, andis in a perpetual Smile: He lacks upon bis 
Legs, he wiews bimfelf in the Glafs , and no body cam 
have fo good an Opinion of another, as be bas of himfelf: 
jas acquir'd a delicate clear Voice, and 'tis happy for 
bat be lifps: He bas aturn of bis\Head, ia 
Of Sweetne[s in bis Eyes, which be never forgets to 
wife of was Graces to fet bimfelf off: His Gate is foftand 
the jromep he is able'to contrive : He fometimes makis 
ufe of a little Red, but ’tis very feldom, be does not miake 
a Cuftom of it.” Nothing is more exad& than’ this 
Charaéer. There’s not a Stroke iffall this Satire * 
bur carriesan Edge. And yetitcan’c be faid with 
any Appearance of Reafon, that this Portrair re-. 
refents any one Perfon fo asto fuit no‘orher. For 
if itwwere fo, Iphis mutt in his fingle lf have all the 
Qualities afcrib’d'to him "by M- de /a Bruyere, and 
no: other can have chem: And confequently this 
whole Piéture muft be confider’d as an” Enimera- 
tion of hiftorical Pads, Which wou'd be to the laft 
Degree abfurd: For how fhou’d M. de Ja Brayeré 
cometo know thae Jpbis faw at Church a ‘new-fa~ 
fhion’d Shoe, that he blufi’d air, and wentand 
«hid himfelf in his Chamber, till his Shoemaker. 
had made‘him a Pair like thofe he faw?. 0.2? 
But tho’ this tpbis did neverexift, yer'the Lise 
M. 





are { Ives, that they 0- 
thing but Dre; agd there isno Necedfiry tp fup- 
fe they refembl@ this imagi Ipbis in every! 
e(pedt, that they have Al whe Teeth, liccle 
Mouths, handfome Legs, oc. 

Befides, wherher M. de la Bruyere did or did not 
think of certain particular Perfons when ‘he drew 
thefe Portraits, no Man can jeftly fay that hein- 
ended to. charaéterizé fuch or fuch a Perfon in 
particular, fince he does not draw any private Per- 
fon in Colours peculiar to him alone, viz, From 
any. notorious Accident of his Life , or fomething 
which he did or faid ar fuch a Time and in fuch ‘a 

, and which has been nois’d about in 

Phis'is what is well prov’d by ? Abbe de 
Amirable Treatife of Satire : fays 
he, san Author who only propofes to lafh Vice ‘al, 
makes. ufe of Fittitious Names to reprefent more fenfibly 
the general Diforders which be attacks, or the better to en- 
* Ben the SubjePhe treats of , it ought not tobe impused 
20 bi fora Crime, provided he fays norbing thav delcribes 
eny one perfinally. This Conduct was obfere’d by fewr- 
vat of the Ancient Writers, whole Example we were of 
Opinion might fafely be follow'd, and whom we have 
Tikewife endeavoured to vindicare-in the Eclarciffernengs 
ahich we added to the Poem of Friendthip, by foew- 

, fag shat mo ‘Author can rightfully be accus'd of ftrikin; 
as ony One, when in the Pitture be draws of Vice fede 


‘imaginary Charaéter, he reprefents nothing but the very Vice 

be feake ~ All this pale ragtecs with monet 

Mi dels Bruyere’s Portraits , as that Judicious Wri- 

. tet takes a Pleaftire in confefling. When an Author. 
thas tahewtthefe Precautions, ads he, there is no Handle 

\ Jar demanding of bin a*Key to the Names be makes wfe 
: of: 








a name weber ool ieee 
thofe Keys which ev ly forges at Pleafure, 
are fpread abroad ie the World aoe fuch Occafions. "They 
Author being no otherswile acceffary to them, than by git= 
ing. a-general Defcription of Vice ; the only Perfons abo 
ave juftly tobe charg’d with Calumny , are they who in- 
Sifting that a Moral Work isa Satire, will likewife bave 
it that there iia Key to it, and are at great Pains to make 
one which they give out for the true one. This is what 
bas lagely happen’d with Refpeét to the Bookgéntituled, 
The Manners of the Age ; but the Author as it bas 
Sufficiently expos'd shis way of proceeding im che laff Bdi= 
tion of his Book. a 

M. de Vigneul-Marville fhould Have: read, thofe _ 
Reflexions and anfwer'd ’em, before he had run 


down M. de &@ Bruyere’s Porcraits as unnatural, as ~~ 


* Sphinzesand Chimeras, under prgtext that the great- 7 
eft Parcof them agree with no Body at all, ie 
with no certain Perfon diftinguifh’dtherein by par- 
ticular Touches, which cannor poflibly agree with 
any other, . In this Senfe, itis true, moft of them 
are nothing but Chimera’s, But what Calour of 
Jultice has any Man for-alledging they are Por- 
traitures of certain particular Perfons, when there’s 
nothing féen in ‘em which marks thofe Perfons, 
mofe than a thoufand others befide ? "Tis juft as if 
we fhou’d Wwithont’any f fappofé thar 
intended to fent, under the Name of Mr. 
“fourdain, fuch a Citizenof Paris, living in St. Ho-. 
worius’s Street, and then fall upon the A 

. fidiculous Painter, in giving to that Citiz 
Anclinations as ho never had; viz. To Jeai : 
fophy, or Fencing, thougiyall the reft of the Cha- 7 
facter ficted him exa@ly. This wou'd be expoling. 

. C3 










P Fourdain 
Reafon to fulpect ir, fince the Cap no) more 
him than @ thoufand other Citizens of Paris, 
who are touch’d with the fame Folly. 

“But if our Cenfurer perfifts in creating as chime- 
rical all the Charaéters.of M. dela Brayere, which 
cannot exadtly be apply’d to any one Perfon , ex- 
_ elufive of all others, what will he fay of thofe.of 

" Theopbraftus ,. which are all. of that Kind? And 
how will he call fo many Characters which Moliere 
has cc. a his Comedies, ‘and which have 

been hii thoughe fo natural by all People, yer 
_ without once thinking to look on ‘em as exaét Pi- 

tures of Mr. fuch a one, as Mrs. fuch a one, 


V. From what has been faid , ‘tis eafy to con- 
ips that M. de Vigneul-Marville has nogreat Rea- 
- foh to condemn the Portraits of M. de la Bruyere * 

upon Account of tifeir being over-coluur’d, For by 

bs dy either means thac they have no Verilimili- 
cude, and that they fuppofe Things incompatible 
iuone and the fame Subje& , which will never be 
Role upon his Word, fo longasa Man may af- 
‘ae imfelf of the contrary by hisownEyes.. Or 
elf, he fuppofes thefe Pictures over-colour’d, bee 
caule. pgp, not quadrare with any Perfon 
u ees ir. But inftead of concluding that 
ts > Portraits are over- ‘de or too 
much loaded, becahfe they ot quadrate 
With any Perfon in particular, he. ought to 
il conclude, thar, fince rhe¥ are fo loaded, they were 
not.drawn to reprefent fuch or fuch a Perfon with 
/-Excluijon of all ochers ; and that it was. on purpofe * 
© 26 prevent their being look'd upon as Copies of 
ertain particular Perfons, that the Author loaded 
2 them 
. 


| 


Thanks made by ?’ Abbé Fleur? to that Academy, : 
he was chofen to fucceed M. de fa Bruyere: Fi : 
he came to fpeak of his Book of the Manviers of the — 
Age, he-ex} obferves, his Pittures are fome- 

times pur pofely loaded and over- ‘4, thar they ie 


not appear too like. And thus you\have @ clear Ex- 


planation of the Zenigma with which M. de Vigntul~ 
Marville was fo very much puzzi'd. » ay 


. VEY Bue, replies our Cenfurer; # sic eis 
M. dela Bruyere bed no body in bis Rye and thd’ be 
has deny'd the Thing with Execrations, be cannot difown 
(if a Man of Honour) that he drew Satyteail’s Pitre 


under the of Theodas. Why nor difownit, if > 


he’s fo ill a Man asto deny »ith Execrations what he 
knows to be true 2” But M. de Vigneu!- Marvillegives 
us by this a frightful Idea of M. de lo Bruyere with- 
out any colour of Reafon:* And if heis himfelf a 
Man of Honour, he ought to make a public Repa- 
ration to the Memory of an honeft Gentleman, — 
whom he reprefents to the World as the moft infa- 
mous of ‘all Men. For if, according to the Judici- 
‘ous Remark of M, dela Bruyere, be who i incelfantly 
faying that be'bas Honour, thar he has Probity, and (avears 
tout im order to be beliew'd, does not fo much as kniw how 
*t0lcounterfeit an baneft Men: What thall we fay of ~ 
him, who with horrible Oarhs denies the doingiof —— 
athing which he may be. eafily convicted of, and 
_ which he cannot but own, I will not fay if he's a 
Man of Honour, for fuch he canriorbe after diaying 
in fo bale amariagr alus'dewbat is molt Saered in 
thé 





* Parbarous than thar of. this ra‘h Cenfurer.- I jcou'd" 
|” here give a Loofe'to Paffion : I feel it rifing : But 
| Twill curb:myfelf,.char I may nor do wrong ro In- 
nocerice by defending it with too much. warmth. 
‘The Fact-as this. After M. deJa‘Briyere’s Book had 
‘betn public)for fome'time, People wou'd needs be 
puefling atthe Originals of the Characters which 
danferted im that Work. «Thereupon ; fome 
fell co drawing Lifts of all che People whom. they 
oy M. de Ja Brayere intended to reprefent in 
the feveral Places of his Book, Thefe pretended 
i hardly any of them the fame, (which 
fi to dhew their Falfity ) went all abourthe 
Town, infomuch'thar Mede /a Bruyere thought him- 
* felfat length oblig’d to difown them : And'did fo, 
. iiythe Preface which he put co hisSpeech before the 
Royal Academy, and which he inférred in his 
‘Book of Charaéters. J fhall not repeac all that he * 
faysupon this Head, 1 fhallcontent my felf with 
citing the Paffage which Made Vigneul-Aarville had 
in'all Probability regard to, when he fays that M. 
dela Bruyere denies with Execrations bis havingaa-his 
Eye any Perfor: whatever when he wrote this Book. 
Since Thawwe been fo weak; fays Me de la Brayire, as to 
iprblifh-thefe Charaters; what Bank fhall Draife againgt 
that ie Of Explainers; which owerypreads she Town, 
sand which will (oom each the Court? Shall I proteft ferix 
‘enflyscand bind it with horrible Oaths , that 1 am neither 
thewiuthor of,ner Accomplice in forging, shefe Keys whieh 
care honiled about, that 1 newerdclivcr'd any fuch to any 
Derlens that my moft familiar Frichds kxtew Talways 
‘fas to let them have any {uch Thing sethat fome of the 
‘weil con fidexable. Mew at Court have de!pain'd of boing.e- 
mar ilet jpto hk’ Scere 2M od it pe be-all one as if I 
ry Proud 








Ae et ; 
appear from thefe Words, that: '~ 
dé la’ Bruyere dény’d with Execration’s thar he shad A 
any Perfon in his Eye, when he wrote his Book? 
Is nor the contrary rather feen with the uumoftE- 
vidence? For if“M. de la Bruyere refus'd a Key to 
his beft Friends ; if the greateft Men‘at Court de- 
{pair’d of being let into-the Secret’, is-it not vifi- 
bic, that M. de fa Brayere did tometimes defignedl 
reprefent-certain particular Petfons.? And end 3 
he frankly declares’ the fame himfelf, i another 
Place of that Preface : "Tis true I did paint afters No- 
ture, areas but ¥ did not ALWAYS ‘iptend ¥0 paint 
Mtr, uch a one, or Mrs. {uch a one, in my Book of Man= 
ners. Tf he did not always intend it, he therefore 
intended it fometimes. The Confequerice .is indi- 
fputable. * 


















\ Vite Teas, in thort 5 true that M. de la Bruyere’s 
Book’contains fonie per/onal Charatters: 1 beg leave, 
for Brevity’s Sake, toxcall by -thaeyName rhofe 
Kinds of Portraics, wherein M. d¢¥e Biuyere has | 
fo'plainty drawn fome Perfons, in Colouts fo pee 
culiar to'them, ‘thata Man may fay, “tis Mr. foch 
a one, or Mrs. fuch a one, Now ‘ler’s fee-what ie 
is that’ M: deWigneal- Mardille finds t6-catp. atin 
chem, “He thinks, they are jrely:dine after the 
Life, The Author having minglietborewith Panciessof 
bitown. But, adds he, ‘tis in sbisthat he isto blames 
for ni there ix 20 Man bit baptso Sides, a good one, and 
a'bad tne’ be bad giv’ lefs Office if be bid d 
. them entire, ttn to take them only on the bad Side , and 

10 load that 100 mith a extraordinary viditule of borrow'd 

Views. We have juft néw ae 5 Porgy, ‘ 
Bot 



















Mec inn 


barely - 
pata hi enemacroe 
ee w'd ic inconteftible Examp! 
‘Befides, in pers thar @. de la Bri reprefents 
‘only the bad Side fe ‘People , he clearly difcovers that 
he never examin’d thofe Charaéers “near-band, 
and that ir’ wou’d be the wrongeft Thing a Man 
€ou'd do’ to rely upon’ the Judgment’ He makes of 
. them. We'nced only caft an Eye upon fome of 
@ Chataéters to be convine’d , that M. dela 
re takes therein a Pleafure to do Juitice tothe 
‘Merit of tlie Perfons be meant to deferibe; and 
that, inftead of reprefenting only the bad Side-of 
People , he fers to view their good Qualities\as Be 
nuincly, and: with ac leaft as Bret Coloursas 
does their Failings. This willreafily appear from 
fome Examples. 
°M.y del igneul: Marville will have it that under the 
See Of Titodas , M. de la Bruyere has givens us the 
fait OFM. de Sunewih, Regular Canon of St. 
Visor ome of the beft Latin Poets that appear “din 
Prance in the XVI. Century. The fame is atfivm’d 
in the Meagiana, and 1 make no Difficulty to be- 
digte) it: For belides that M. de la Bruyere gives to 
i ‘un extraordinary. Genius for Latin Po- 
are inghat Piture fome other Touches 
“vie cat hard! it with, any ‘but M. Santeuil, 
fet I will not averr it fo pofitively as-isdons in 
the Menagiens, andin the Aiclanges d Hifvire & de 
Literature: For, I cannot prove it to thofe. who 
I'd incline t make a Doubr of i what I’ve 
ppoting that’ML. dela Bvnyere’ 
, ito us, hinfelf 3 ler us if we may 
ws : from 








ie convince us.of the FOAEEY ir ‘s 
M. de la Bruyere, {peaking of r» OF if Yi f 
Ere Imagine a Man enfy, fofi, cam, 8 
‘amt trattable, and then al of fodi cholerick, fi : 
' an ‘icions 3 conceive a Man “5 ingenuotss, credit 
Pine 4 and. Eee Child bs a bates; but 
permit bim to reco imfelf, or rather-to give bimfelf 
up to a certain Genius that operates within bim, per 
without his being concern’ dy and. it may be without bis 
knowledge ;, What Rapture! what Elevation! what Fi- 
gures § svbat. Latinity! You will ask Do 1a 
of oneand the fame Man? Yes of the ome F 
and of him alone, Be crits, Iehonts, rolls om the ~4 
rifes, thundersand roars, and from the midft of | fe 
Pet comes a Light which warms and delights ass let ns 
Speak without a Figure, she talks like a Fool, thinks 
like a Wife Man; peaks Truth in a ridiculoxs Way, and 
in Folly fhews Senfe and Reajon: What {hall I fay further? 
He talks and atts betger than he thinks be does; there are 
imbima, as it-were, two Souls that are not acquainted, 
have mo dependance on one another, and have each their 
Turns and diftinét Functions, This Pitkure-avou'd want 
one [urprizsing Stroke, fbou'd Domit to tell you thus be is 
at once covetsous and in{atiably dcfirons of Praife s pat 
toexpofe bimfelf to bis Crisicks, and ia the sain. plinl: 
enough s0 profit by sheir Cenfurer, I begin to fancy my (elf 
that Lhave drawn the Picture of two different Perjonsy 
and’tis not impoffible to find x Third in Theodas, for be 
is a good, pleafant and excellent Man, 

. sls this.a reprefenting of People in chelate 
Light only? Rather, who wou’d nor to 
“have che litrle Failings which Mude la Ob- | 
ferves in Theodus, on conga of mericing: Ba ; 

; : 5 Fi 
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i fes: he on him? “I -make 
ols etl judpdince toler te 
See another Portrait in’ Midedar Bruyere’s Book, 
which fuits with butone Man. A Perfonappears dull, « 
© fotrifh and ftupid, knows neither bow to fpeak, or relate 
what be has fen; if be fets to write, no Man does it. 
better; be makes. Animals; Stones, and Trees talk ,. and 
edery Thing that cannot Talk. His Works are full of no- 
thing but Elegance, Natural Senfe and Delicacy. 

y thefe Words we difcover the Famous dela 
Fontaine, chat perfect Original in che Art of Narra- 
tion, wherein he furpafs'd by far-all who went be- 
fore him, and will perhaps never have his Equah. 
Bur does this PiGure exhibit only the Faulty fide of 
him?) Quite contrary : For if on the one Hand we 
aretold that he feem'd heavy, dull, ftupid (which 
he had in common withthe * Prince of Latin Po- 
ets) we are foon given to underftand, ‘that it was 
adeceitful Appearance, and that under this indiffe- 
rent- Exterior was conceal’d an extraordinary and 
jnimitable Genius, which the Painter takes 2 Plea- 
fure to fer in che faireft Lighe peyhaecietriche give 
it; fo that while we are admiring all cho rare 
Qualities united in one fingle Subje@, we are no 
lef charm’d with the Penetration of him who fo 
well underftood them, and with his Artfulnefs in 
defcribing them in fo lively a manner to us.» But 
his Sincerity is no lefs commendable upon this Oc- 
cafion than-his Difcernmens ; for if it be true, as 
the Duke de Ja Rochefoucault fays, that it is a fort of 
“participating in glorious Actions to praife them heartily, 








* Virgil; whois faidts have been in Converfation, . 
aud mat wih cau ordinary illiterate  aayklomamit tardifljmum 
, 8¢ pene indosto fimilem Mclifonus cradidit, This you well find, 
im bu Bife, tatidem yerbis. 2 


a he M. de 


de la: Bruyer dly deferves great Com 
pic ‘for thofe he gives with {0 good'a Grace 
to them-who are worthy of chem. © ee 
+ Loonfefs he does not-forger the Weaknefles of 
thofe. whofe excellent Qualitieshe fo well recom~ 
mends» But he cou’d-not do otherwife, if he wou'd 
| fhew them torus Entire.For if we reprefent oply, 
the Bright-fide of Mankind, we can no more make 

them known, chan a Painter, who defiring to res. 
prefent co usthe-Air of the King of Sweden, fhon’d 
content. himfelf. with painting to us his Forehead, 
or having feen nothing’ of that young Hero but 
his Forehead, fhon’d-paine all the reft of his Face 
after his own Fancy. Jf an Hiftorian‘fays nothing 
of his Hero but. whatis good, he’s a bafe Flaterer, 
or, wants Memoirs; let him enquire further re 
he publithes his Work. For, in fhort, if there be 
any fuch thing as a general Maxim wichout’Ex> 
ceptionf’tis doubslefs this, No Man is without Heults; 
be és. moft perfect mubo has feweft. And confequently, 
a true Hiftorian ought to {peak well and ill. of Men 
inorder to reprefent chem as they really are; by 
this he diftinguithes bimfelf from the Satirift, who 
heightens and: exaggerates their Vices, and from 
the Panegyrift, who folely. bends himfelf ro illus. 
flvate the Vircues which his Hero either has, or 
which he fuppofes in Him. This. is what che 
Counc de Bujly was very fenfible of ; For after 
having faid, chat what he had written concerning 
M. de Turenne in his Memoirs, will meet, with more 
Credit and do:him more Honour than the Funeral 
Orations which have been made on him ; béeanfe 
*tis notorious, that the Authors of fuch Orations, 
fpeak only to,Praife, and thar himfelf wrote, only 
for the fake of Truth ; he adds, Mereover, *r1s more 

probable that my Portraits bear a Likenefithan oe of the 
Panegyrifts ; bicau{e ¥ fpeak Good end’ Leth of the" fame’ 
Ez ° Pee 





the other Perfonal Characters-which he: was 
pleas'd to give us. This-is crue. But fuppofing that 
wide la Bruyere has expos’d only the Faulty-fide of 


fome other Perfons, it.does not follow that he al- 
ag did fo: and confequently M, de Vigneul-Mar- 
wille was in the Wrong.to lay his Objeétion in 
fuch genéral Terms. But what will he fay, if ev'n 
the Charaéter which he cites out of M. de le 
Bruyere's Book's, cannot prove, as he pretends ic 
does, that That Illuftrious Author took delight in 
expofing only the vicious Side of People? This 
Charadter is That of Menalcas, a borrow’d Name, 
under which M. de ja Bruyere prefents us*with a 
Man, who through a mighty Diftraétion of Mind, 
commits ridiculous Blunders ; which, tho’ very au- 
merous, are extremely diverting for their Singula- 





i: there in the whole Narration any Particula- 
rity; which puts it out of doubt that M. de Ja Bruyere 
meant co deferibe fuch a Perfon wich Exclufion of 
all.others?, 1 fee nothing like it. Ir belongs co 


"| Mode Vigneu!l-Marville who believes it, to convince 


us.of it by.good Proofs. Orherwife, he is ro blame 
tovinftanee in that Example. But why fhou’d he 
torment himfelf in feeking whois defign’d by Mde- 
naleat? M. de la Bruyere has fay’d him that Trouble 
bya Nore which he put at the beginning of that 
Chara@er. This, fayshe, isnot fo much any one para 
tiewlar Character, as an Enumeration of Blunders : If they 


. wre agreeable, they can’t be too many; for’ Men's ree 


being ‘differtat, they may chule which they pleafe. WI 
. wou'd 



















woud M, de Vigneul-Marville pretend go after this? 
Wou'd he have us believe Him fooner than’ M. 
Ia Brnyere? ~ But is ic likely that he fhou'd know an 
Author's Thoughe better than the very Author who 
uc’d'ic? fe is true, chis Declaration of M. de 
la Bruyere woud prove nothing, if there cou’d be 
found in Afenaleas’s Chara@ter fuch things as cer 
tainl¥ agree with one certain Perfon, and which 
cant ibly agree with any other. Bur till M. 
Vigneul-Marvillehas made that Difcovery, heh 
no Pretence to contradi& M. de la Bruyere. >. 
what a fine Condition wou'd Authors bein, ifthe = _ 
firft Man who fhou’d take it into his Head to criti- : 
cize them, was fuffer’d to explain their Intentions 
without any regard had to their Words, i.¢. to lend 
them what Thoughts they pleas’d, however 
firé to. what they deliver’d in exprefs Terms, pt in 
a very intelligible Manner ? 

I know very well chat in the Menagiana tis faid, 
that-by this AMenalcas is to be underftood the late 
Count de Brancas; bur ’tis only fer down as a flying 
Report and a fimple Conjecture, which M. Mena, 
ropt in Conyerfation, on purpofé to havea Hand 
for bringing in two Inftances of that Count’s Di- 
ftraétions or Blunders, as odd and-as extraordinary 
as any of thofe which M. de Je Bruyere attributes to 
his Menaicas. The World sill have it, that the Me- 
nalcas in M, dela Bitiyere’s Book a toe loze Countde 
Brancas. Thefe are the very Words of. the Adéna- 
giana, Judge if this bea very authentic Teftimo- 
ny, and whether M. de Vi Marville has good 
Grounds to tell us afterwa: that Menalcas; who 
is of an [uftrious Family, was difhonour’d by M. 
de la Bruyere, The falfe Menaclas,fays this grave C 
furer,, being Yubjtisuted in the Minds a 15 in the 
room of the true Menalcas, difhoners thas latter; a is 
4 foul Blemifh on bis Family which is Wuftriow, + This , 
F3 : way 
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Ps a Des-Heulicres : Imporent Reafen, thou whom Man beaps 


* way-of Arguing is none: ‘moft Cogent, 'b 
our’d, and all his Pofterity wich him. “Whont 
muft we-blame? M. deJa , Who no where 
names the true Menalcas, and who fays nothing ‘but 
‘what quadrares with a hundred ‘others as well as 
him : of M. Moiage and the Compilers of his Con- 
verfations, who {et down his Name and Quality, 
‘and who inform us by Faas very Circumftantial, 
and*which they give for crue, chat he may very 


‘well be che Original to the feign’d Menaleas Tre- 
ferit to MiVignen!.Marville himfelf. Bur isit not a 
eee see to fee this rigid Cenfor fo very much 
feandaliz’d ac che Saryrical Portraits which he pre- 
tends are interfpers’d in the Charatters of the Age; 
him I fay, who withour fparing either the Dead or 


the Living, Criticizes right or wrong, all forts of 
Perfons, without troubling himfelf to conceal their 
Names? I don’t defire to be believ’d upon my bare 
Word.” Read whar the Author of the Nowvelles de 
la Republique des Lettres {ays of him in the Extraé& he 
made of M. Vigveu!-Marville’s Book. [Fanuary 1700.) 
Some People may perbaps be offended, {ays that Judicious 
Writer, at Af. Vigneul-Marville’s* Peaking jo freely, 
andy if I may ‘have leawe to fay it, IN SO SHOCK- 
INGA MANNER, of divers Perfons, without diftin- 
guiing fach as are dead from fuch as are yet living, But 
generality of Readers sill wotiguarrel with him upon 
that feore. Satire is pretty generally relifh'd ; and provi- 
did one's orn felf is not perjonally concern’ d in it, we are 
over-apt to fly into a Pajfon when we mett with it in 
4 Bock. J fhall give'an Example of ome of thofe Places 
where the Author feems nor tobarve fpar'd either the Dead, 
or the Living, &c. The reft may be fegn’in the Re- 
e publigue des Letires, at the Place 1 have quoted. 
pen which I can’c, forbear Saying with Madam 





fo 


fraits, our Cenfurer makes one general. and: 
particular Remarks againft the Charaélers of the 
And fince Errors in Thoughts are much more con= 
fiderable than thofe in Words, we will look into 
thofe Remarks before we examine his Reflexions 
on the Stile.of that Work. : 





* VIII. M. dela Bruyere, * fays he, begs the Reailer © 
at the beginning of bis Beok “to have his Title in 
© View, mal fo remember that he defcribes the 
“ Chara@ers or Manners of the prefent Age. J 
have carefully follow'd this. Advice of M. de la, Bru- 

rexe’s ; but T find that in following it, a. Man is 

d out of the way , and that a third Part of M. dela 
Bruyere’s Book ought to be cut out, as not at all pertain~ 
ing te bie Dehn. Inpesd of enlarging bis Works be 
Should have contracted it, Rept to the Charatters of 
shit prefemt Age , without running Riot among a hundred 
Things, which do not diftinguifh our Age from. the Pre- 
ceding, but which have been.common.to And there 
fore what be [ays concerning Beauty, Love, Frigmlbip, 
and the like, are out of their Place, and can 40 - 
the purpofe. Here are a great many Words, 
they import. but this fingle ‘Alftrtion, That there are, 
according to M. de Vignewl-Marville, [everal Things 
(in M. deta Bruyere’s Book) foreign to the purpofé: SO 
that, if we wou'd take his Advice, we cou’d not 
do better than to profcribe the third Part of that 


_ 





r * Melange d'Hitotre, p. 342+ , Shes 
F4 1 Work, 


ne! . rt ; 


. that hisown O- 
: 20 Bo ) contin Dara ess 
pect co win the, Caufe without fully proving all 
that he alledges againft the Author, whom he has 
upgertaken) to criticize, Befides, if chere’s an’ 

@bjedion that requires co be thoroughly handl 
and 0,be difcufs’d. with the greareft ExaGnefs, .’tis 
undopbredly that which he now makes. I don’t 
jieve M. dels Brayere'to be infallible , .orthat his 
ork is without Faults: No, I am perfuaded that 
sin thisway of writing ( by independent Thoughts ) 
ip is next to,impaflible not to putdown fome Things 
which are not altopether effential to one’s Subject, 
Hut on the other Hand, ‘tis almoft as-difficule to 
demonttrare clearly znd in an undeniable Manner 
chat uch: Things 2s are infertedin his Bouk are 
forcign to.his Purpofe. Asa Thonght is capable 
of baying, different References, a Man fhould pre- 
cifely know that which cheAuthor had in his Mind, 
(which is no-ealy. ching ro divine )-before he can 
fafely fay ic is nor in its Place, but foreign to the, 
Purpole... This fingle Retlexion, wou’d have pre- 
vented,our Critic from deciding tco haftily , and 
withdut.good Grounds, that one third of M. de Ja 
Book ought tobe retrencht. One of the 
eafons which induc’d him to pafs thistgr- 
rible Decree, was, ic feems, becanle be found in the 
Book @ great.many Things which do not. diftingwifh our 
Age from ary that were before it, But where is it that) 
M. dele Brayere engages not to infert in his Book 
any thing bor what may diftinguih cars: from,o- 
ther Ages ®He promifes us the Charatters.or Man-, 
ers f this prefent Age. That’s che Tile of his ° 

Book : And his Defign is to paint Mankind in pe- . 
) Reéral,* Without confining bis Portaits to any one” 
Pout, oF any one Céuntry , as he aa 7 us 

ey im 

















kes good omife. Bu 
‘Age be diftinguith’d from 
former by thefe Portraits, is no Concern of his 
aa, C3 the bye): E-know nor but fuch.a Defi 
ing one Age by fuch "Things as fho 

agree with noothers wou'd be full as ridiculous, as 
that of a Painter, who fhou’d be minded to paint 
the Men of this Age withoure’er a Nofe, ora Chin, 
the betrer to diftinguifh them from thofe who liv’d 
in the preceeding Ages, Men have always been 
the fame with Refpea to the Heart ; always fub- 
jed to thé fame Paflions and Infirmicies, always. 
capable of the fame Virtues, and the fame Vices. 
The A@ors c! » but “tis ftill che fame Farce. 
Other Men will foon play the fame Pares which 
are now play’d. They in their turn will difappear, as 
Mi de Ja Bruyere fomewhere fays ,*and thofe who do 
not yet exif? will one Day ceafe to Be. A true Image of 
chis World, which manifeftly demonftrates,that this 
prefent Age cannot be perfectly deferibed , wich- 
our ufing an infinite Number of Strokes, which no 
lefs correfpond with the preceding Ages than’this 
of ours. If then M. de Vignes! Marville has found 
a'great many Lineaments, which do not difference 
our Sep from other Ages, inftead of profcribi 
them for that Reafon, he ought cotilve concladed 
that thefe Lineaments. were cerrainly “ay confor- 
mable co Nature, which continually acts After much 
the fame Manner in all Ages. And this is con- 
ftantly the Inference which we draw from reading 
the ‘Books of the Ancients. For Inftance ; we 
think Terence has perfectly well drawn a Debauchée, 
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oung Men, whom, we fee now-a-days. 
the fame Foundation it is chat we admire ¢ 
nels of Theopbraftws’s CharaGers,. The Men 2 
Manners Theophraftus painted, fays:M. de la 
auwere Athenians, and we are Frenchmen ; and if we 
wddto the Diverfity of Place'and Climate , the long In- 
terval of Time, and confider that this Book was wrote in 
the laft Year of the CXVth Olympiad , Three hundred 
and fourteen Years before the Chriffian Hira, and that’ tis 
above two thoufand Years fince that People of Athens 
lived, of whom he draws the Pillure , we may be a- 
maz d at ‘difcovering our [elves there, our Friends, our 
Enemies, thofe whom we live with; and that being di- 
fiant from cach other fo many Ages, the Refemblanice 
foou'd be (0 great. In fhort, Men in their Souls and Paf- 
“fins, change not," but are ftill the fame they were, and 
as they are defcrib’d by Theophraftus , Vain, Dijfem- 
Blers , Flatterers, Selfifh, Impudent , Inportunate, Di- 
firuftfull , Backbiters, Quarrel[ome, and Superfiti- 


ous. 
A Word more upon this Head : I wou'd ask M. 
Vigneul-Marville whether he chinks that M. Béileaw 
has, steps a true Pidure of this prefent Age in thefe 
Verfes : ‘ 


0, Money, Money! ss the charming Sound ; ° 
Without it, ev'ry Thing’s but barren Ground. 
Virtue without it 3 a uftlels Good, 

As little vale’'d as "tis undérfiood, 
‘A Rafeal, who bas Money, 1 ador'd ; 
"Tis, Money gains ibe Caufe, and makes the Lord.- 
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Fah fro 
ecedi iL Marcille will never 
le is too con’ t among the Ancients, fe 





know that a* famous Poet in the Age of Augu/lus 
faid in Latin what M. Boileau tells us in Frond 3 
the Age of Lewis RIV. Now if M. Boileau was 
able to draw the rs Age with Features which 
exaétly corefpond with thofe already paft, why 
might not M. dela Bruyere do the fame thing ? 


TX: The next particular Remark which"M. Vig- 
newl-Marville makes again{t M. de la Briere, is, 
he often makesa Myftery of svbat is not fo.“ V call this 
Remark particular , becaufe our Cricic confirms ic 
but by one Example, and that ( you {hall fee) fo 
ill chofen, that I don’t think any body will for the 
future be inclin’d to rely upon hisJudgnient. Thu, 
(continues our Cenfor) in Pag. 468. to make ts com- 
pribend what is fafciently comprebenfible of it fof, chat 
found Judgment is the {Carceft thing in the World; 
be exaggerates and pronounces with the Tone of a Prophet 
this awonderful Sentence. + “ Next to found Judg- 
“ment, Diamotids and Pearls are the rareft Thin 
“tobe met with. Our Critic, if 'nynotdeceiv’ 
makes two falfe Suppofitions in this Place ; one, 
that Mode la Bruyere means to inform us, that found 
Judgment is very rare to meet with. “his, in my 
Opinion , is what he never thought of. He 
contents himfelf with propofing it asa Thought 
worthy of Remark, and on which every body 






























* Hor, Lib. Ep.i.+ O Cives, Cives) querandy pécuinia priv. 
mum eft, &c. wate a 
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ing too frequent among 
thofe Errorsinto. which they fallevery Moment! | 
_ The. fecond ill-grounded Suppofition which our 
~ Critic makes here , is, his fancying it fo eafy 2 
to comprehend ,. that [ound Fudgment is a uery 
; yg... Far from it: Tis perhaps the thing 
is leaft comprehended by Mankind ; for 
none but fuch as have found Judgment (whofe 
ag is doubrlefs very fimall ) do comprehend 
gare a thing found Judgment is, and how 
fearce it isin the World. And to the great Sur- 
prize of M. de Vigneu!-Marville be it fpoken, the 
* very manner in which he himfelf refutes M. de la 
Bruyere, proves vifibly that ’tis no eafy matter to 
comprehend how rare a thing found Judgments, 
‘and how much it concerns People to be advertis’d, 
that ic isa ching extremely {carce. This will foon 
be Seen. Next to found Fudgment, Diamonds anil 
Pearls are the rareft Things to be met with in the World, 
ene de le Bruyere. This Turn does nor pleafe 
de Vigneul- Marville; and thus be expreffes him- 
felf-vpon it, Ordinary People, fays he , admire this . 
Paffage, as one of thofe bright Turns which M. de la 
Bruyere bas the peculiar Skill to give to bis hts’; 
and yet it x gnly a Thought turn'd upfide down, o- 
chsfed in a, Socket of meer Fargon, Fer it is wor true 
that Diamonds and Pearls arevery [earce Things, andfo 
rare that nothing é& more fo, but found Fudgment ; which 
snuft be {uppos d, inorder to maintain M. de la Bruyere’s 
Toought, andto make it rational. Diamondsand Pearls 
areindced Things of Price ; but as to Scarcity there are 
© a thoufand Tings im Brance , and elfewhere 5 more 
fearée ‘than Yitber Pearls or Diamonds ; and we might, 
fier met vith ten Bafixls of Diamonds and Pearls at 
: : Paris 





the Wa Had Mi. de Vignenl-Marville been 
for proving found Judgment (or Difcermment) 
a very farce he cou’d not have more eff 


ually:done it, ¢ in) this glori 
Maninets in which, not di Paris ea 


reft of the World, he two Objects, be- 
poo ebear mle ig ware: Differencé than be 
leph 


tween a Fly and ant. #We might foon 
find, fays he ar Paris ten Bufhiels of Diathonds 
and Pearls, fooner than ten or twelveSheets of Chi- 
na-Paper ; Ergo, M. de la’ Bruyere was in the g 
to fay that nex to found Judgment, Diamonds an 
Pearls are the rareft Things co be’ met with im the 
World. What'y becaufe China-Paper is fearter” 
Paris than Pearls, isit alfo fearcer than Pearls ev'n 
inthe Kingdom of China, which is undoubtedly in 
the World, fince itis one of the fineft Parts of ie? 
Is it novafter this very difficult co comprehend thar 
found Judgments fo fcarce as it really is, fince: 
fuch penetrating and judicious Writers as M. de Vig= 
nenl-Marwille is, fhou’d fometimes be fo far deceiv d 
= = Paris for the World, a Part for the 
Whole? 


X. Our Critic’s fecond particular Remark 3 
that. M. de fa Bruyere has the Gift of as ern ia 
Self, and not to underftand bis own Words. This appears, 
fayshe, in the very beginning of his Rook) Hi is [peak- 
ing in Favour of Antiquity , and retails that generally 
 receiv'd Thought, viz. That the Ancients have faid every 

thing that-can be faid ; that we Moderns come ted late to. 

Say ony shing new. VY Brery ching” has been bo ‘vg 

- G 
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and we can donothing now but glean after the 
“Ancients”. . This is efi good: Buteas.if M. de la 
Bruyere bad of bis Propofition y. be joyns to the 
ents Cavbich /poils all) the moft ingenious of the 
For be thereby equals the, Moderns t0 the An- 
cients, and fhews , that fince there ane Moderns as well 
asAncients who may be gleaned afterjthe Ancients did not 
fay all-thas cou'd bufaid, or that they carry’d auray before 
our time all the fineft and moft beautiful Thoug bes concern- 
eg a But the Canning of this judicious Contra~ 
dition lies bere, M. dela Bruyere bad @ Mind>to fense 
inft the Reptoach thar might have been thrown on bim 
for not being a quite new Author. Twas therefore to do | 
bimfelf Honour, that be imroduces, againft bis oun Max- 
im, ingenious Moderns who are no le{s inventive in the 
Subjetts of Morals than the Ancients, So many Words,{o 
many falfe Suppofitions and ill-groundedConelufi- 
ons. M. de la Bruyere does not here dream in the 
Teaft of equalling the Moderns to the Anciénts. 
He does nor fay thatthe Ancients have carry’d off 
beforeus all and every the fineft and moft beauti- 
ful Thoughts concerning Manners; but only that 
the Ancients and moft ingenious of the Moderns 
having caryy’d off the fineft Thoughts ; there now 
remains ofe who-are minded to write on Man-_ 
ners, but few new Refiexions to make upon thac 
important Subje@. And -confequently M. de Ja 
Bruyere Goes not contradié himfelf in faying at the 
beginning of his Book ; Every thing has been faid, 
‘and we are come too late after above fewnthoufand Years * 
shat thire have been Men snd Men bave thought, The. 
finest and Saas} beautify Thonglsd concerning Danners 


bave 





























praife and admire, after having read M. de da 
jerés Book, where a Man cannor but fee a “ 
many fine Things;which he mightin vain | 
in the Works of the moft ingenious’, ‘either Anci<. © 
ents or Moderns: »M. de Vii Marville: perha 
plays upon the Word Al/, which he takes rigidly 
for-a-meraphyfical Univerfality, and capable of no 
Exception ; but ’tis:vifible that in this Place ic 
flou'd be taken loofely and 
greater Part of the’ Things in ion’, and-that 
too in an indeterminate Number, as when we-fay, 
All Paris is gone-out tomect the King, Sec. : 
Again, the Science of Mannets is fo far from be- , 
ing entirely exhaufted by the»Ancients, that on 
the-contrary it feems reafanable to believe ( with-. 
out any Inputation. of ‘Self-fufficiency) that there 
will be made new Difcoveries therein , as long as 
there fhall be Men*upon the Earth: fo various and, 
foveapable of infinice Combinations are the Dew 
fires y the Views , the Complexions, and Paffi- 
ons of that Species of the Creation. ‘This is the 
Sentiment of * a Great Mafter this way, who has 
bim(élf difcover'd upon the Subjeé& of Manners.2 
Multitude of Things, which, I belicvg, a Man 
wou'd be hard put co’e-ro find in thofe Ancients ro 
whonw M. de Vignenl-Marville will have it, thac no- 
thing: was unknown of that Nature. Whatever Dif- 
couery® bas beeen made in the Country of + Self-lowe, 
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Neghe, wns get remains a great ane weet 
_* XT. Now let us fee what M. de Vignewl-Marvil?2 
-finds amifs in the Stile of M. de la Bruyere’s Book. 
He condemns it without any manner of Ceremo- 
ny. Iconfefs, fays he, that if M. dela Bruyere bad 
mate choice of a good Stile , if he bad written with Pu- 
rity, and finifh'd off bis Portraits more than he has done, 
@ Man cou'd not without Injuftice de|pife bis Book, You 
have alicady feen what truft may be put in what 
this Critic has thought fit to publifh againft M. de 
la Bruyere’s Portraits ; and you fhall now fee whether 
the has any better Skill in S¢ He goes on thus : 
His way of writing, (according to M. Menage) is al- 
together mew : But ne'er the better for that : “tis a difficu!t 
thing to introduce a new Stile in Languages, and to fuce 
ceed in it, efpecially when thofe Languages are arriv'd at 

their Perfeétion, as ours is at this Day, 

1 know not what M. Vigneu!-Marvile means by 
Stile ; but it feems to me ro be nothing but a cer- 
tain chaining of the Thoughts, expreft by Words, 
which fhew how they are link’t to each other: So 
thar, in Proportion as this linking is clear and ra- 
tional, a Stile may be faid to be more or lefs clear 
and exact. 1 fuppofe a Man underftands his Lan- 
guage, without which the Difcourfe can’t have 
that Puviry and Clearnefi, which confifts in the 
uling proper ‘Terms, in rheir juft Dittribution, and 
in what renders the Diction exact and cafy to 
be underftood. To conclude; what makes a good 

Stile, is good Reafoning, and a natural Ordering 
of che Thoughts. And * as there is perhaps as much 








| te Bir moral Rifex'ons, Refle%. 4 
Eft in hoc incredibilis quedem yarietas: Nec pauciores 

, animorum pend quam corpormn forme, Quinn, 
dif- 






































SR ay tg et dimen RP 


+h wets 98 
Eg lego 
On other 2 
BPR GOW pe ages 
eg Fee 
RCIA patie eae 
a: AO 
SPER nt | aya 


teaphitns Tye> 





nates Pm epame 6 ten © “rst Bae 
ape earn emt Ak 2 sere re 


ra a pa 
eens Some OF ° 
ah amine vai oe 


bec of ‘its tbeing Anthea 
a andili a ERT 
a a 


Ax telepgry aernase 
i alae 2 














5 in as Anedbnntentedkinela 
3 ce, pe ential 


inal lbrgh ce, erst bry i 
os “tine of the Pbilolee 
oan irtenc 





Ghee Rp PET 
ty peader ER e F) moer af PgR SIY 
Of 2 ng hI eT HT OT SA 
Be. ee by leah oR a 


st Re ane IE Tie EN i tee 


REY ee pp cg hae 
eee amcbitnaicTeant Coaierieml 

aed on REN od ppg ang oF 
yaadpmte pape Benga Bee ee Soom 


she 


Tarp ag 











© ee, gee 
ear 
“thy. ® te teart 





Po nao pete oe hoes Ve 
ore me, pag, aay 
an Imitation of Wifdom, « aie i 
rent, that it requires no clearing up by Comparijons fetchk: 
from I know not: where. yee 
Wi ‘ndings does M. de la Bruny: 
bend a thing which bas nas the leaft Sha 

“A Comedian , faysbe, exceeds Neusoie 
% he plays : -A.Poet overloads his Dee! 

: A-Painter-who draws afrer the ‘- 

oes rid exaggerates a Paffion, a 
“ the Poftures 3: and ho thar copie enol 

“ smeafures exactly the Sizes and Proposes ipl ’ 
* make his Pigures coo big, and give more af 

f co allthe Parts; through the Dilpoiition, o - 
“ amet Piece, than they have in che Original. 
So Tis the fame. with the Precife or. Formal ,. they 

are but the Imitators of the Wife.” Pot 
this abole Difewfe Pasir wery firong of Bi 
won'd fain know, Who, after shes Examples cam, rab = 
fay (unle{s it beat, Menage ). shar Mode'la ow 
an imone Word, what another 4 nob. & pafetiyio 


othis iswhat M: deVi 
the Reflection of M. 











Advances. © He. may.. however e Reabmut 
Ds ala iccre ieee 





i ‘Wil , unlefs we make out how and to 
what a does fo. “Mott Virtues confift in 
a certain Mean, the two wae eh 1m are-eu 
ta Keep fhore of thie juft Limits, 
oro them, youare outof the right way + 
And nothing is more eafy than to miftakeit. “Tis 
feen*evety Day. The Mifer thinks he ‘is a good 
Hisband }. Phe Prodigal, who laughs at him fora 
Fool, thinkgnone bur himfelf knews how to make 
a fight Ufe of Wealth. :Cowards cover their Rear 


the gloffy Name of Predence ; and the Raflt 
think them(éives the truly Brave.” ‘All thefe bh 


norant of the juft Bounds of the: Virmes whic 
they believe ‘they pradife. They go beyond, or 
ftop hore, for want of knowing that exaé “Mid- 
die, swhofe two Extremes are equally vicious: Ard’ 
confequently, when one wou'd reprefent the Im- 
perfection of any of thofe Vices, he ‘mutt fpecify 
howyand to whataDegree,it imitates forme certain 
VittuePor to fay in general that itis an Imira~ 
tionef fuch or fuch a Virrue, isyto giveran’ Idea’ 
of it whichdmay full as well agree with another 
~ | Vieeithar is its dire@ Gppofirc. ~ Avarice, for Ex- 
; yan aie Pesala 3s i 
», berronvas ote f tas igali rit My 
papynct den Ay ‘Phinkeden' stake fic ' 
jon. le intcnds to ‘inform as: that Por-\, 
nality: isan Imicacion “of Wifdom ; but: he takes: 
Whetvintehat. Imicai i 














Painter who, drawing after rs Lifey ate ari 
exaggerates the Paffions and Poftures whiclrheen+ 
deavours to réprefent, or who intending to. copy, 
a Picture, makes'the Figures too big. -Ouir) Oritic 
feés'no Proprietyin-this ; Lknow not how help 
it. Buty in my poor Opinion, Comparifons are » 
then:juft when the Things icompardiagtee in’thas 


Poinr “upon which the Comparifom turns whic) > 


can't be found defective ‘in. this Parallel. Ror the~ 
Player, the Poet, che Painter agree all-in this, 
viz, They go beyond certain Bounds which-they 
ought not'to exceed, in*like manner as theforntl, 
Man.who tran(greflestheBounds of Wifdom poh 
tending: to imvicate it. £ 
Anorter ching which M: deVigneel. Marcil bn 
Fault’ with i this Paralicl, ‘is, thae there. are too. 
many Words usd in ir, whence he concludes, ouhaty 


My Menagewwas in the wrong co fay, thar) Med: lege 5 
one Ward , what another, dees mat {0% Al 


2 But s withmhis goodteave,.rhisy 

r Pe ee oe iy ince te er Fos tho-ery 
Author: to! more: > th 
~uftial int tae ae ie 

yor follow that he’ encuminon ‘ 

what wou'd become ofthe: 
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e Sand ‘cian 5 § 
what comes uppermoft , Widen reflecting. 
ipnot plain thar all thefe Gonclufions are #mper- 
stinent, jand that our-Cenfurer. wou'd have Reafon 
complain againft the lait? Let him therefore 
7 i a avhat he wou'd they fhou’d do.unto 
him, . Further; this Critic is not only to blame for 
inferring from.a fingle Paffage of the Charaders, 
«that the Author thereof generally affects to heap 
<Words upon Words without Neceflity, but ev’n 
poker Paffage-which he quotes to prove it, is, 
fa my a wy ne eet. a de if ace 
Marville might perhaps fay, thatthe Author {peaks 
eee inthis Place, A he crouds in fourCom- 
jon: 








is. without a Neceflicy, fince one or. two 
ave fuffic’'d. Bur the Queftion isnot whe- 
ther M. de le wor {peaks coo much, but whether 
oheeexpreffes.in few Words what he means. to fay, 
vand. whether ir coud have. been fo clearly deli- 
* verd in fewer, Thefe are two very different 
.A Man may be .concife Jand utter much 
je fame time, efpecially in writing; for in 

yon agreat Talker and a Sayer of. No- 
generally fignify but one and the fame 


PRL LASE Dah tira nha 


"Porcer'wne paffion, 


une ; des attitude ri 

fions barbarous in Painter’s Language , if we may 
believe our Cenfurer: (7.) The Term Volume 
({eopé) apply’d to the Figures of a Picture, tho, 
accordin: de Vigneul-Marville, that Word. is 
never us'd to Things that are  meafur’d and 
weigh’: (4.) Les pieces ? un tableaw , inftead 

of the Figures of a Picture’, the word piccer being 

appropriated to Heraldry, er M. dela Bruyere knows 

or knows not, adds our Critic very politely. 
Tkhow not but’ the Solidity of fYome of thefe 
Decifions may admic of Difpure ; But I’m under a 
ftrong Temptation not to conteft this pecty Vidto- 
ry to M. de Vigneal-Marville, were ic bev to en- 
Courage him to impart to us a moreampleCriticiim 
upon thé Charaéters of the Age. “For you muft know 
- all thar you! have hitherto feen’, is only a Prelude 
toa pitcht Battel. M. de Vigneul- Marville had come 

jos'd a much larger Work * which be fuppreft after 
be had héard of M. dela Brayere’s Death. This-here 
isbut a {mail Sample whereby we may judge of the 
whole Piece. But if Igrant to M. dé Vigneul-Mar- 
ville that he had Reafon to cenfure thefe 4 Expref- 
fions in M. de la Brayere’s Book, it is On Condition 
thar he will nor abufe this fmall Advantage, 25 if ie 
gave him aRight to conclude thar M. de la: Bri 
can’c write French, + That he his no regular Stile, 

be writes a¢ random ; \| and that moft of bis Exprefions 
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He; Pores 


a chat Fels 
Row fight a8. 
ithe moft 

eain,tho I’m not inclin'd to Cifpute with M. de 
hog Sets Glory of having juftly cenfur'd 
ithe Expreffions afore: mention’d , ef cially this, 
Un. peintre qui fait d? apres nature, yet I’m oblig’d to 
warn: the Public, chat chis Cenfurer, producing 
no other Proof for the Solidicy of this Cenfure, 
“than his own Authority,and the Knowledge which 
ee have in the Language of Painters, 
abe do well nor to truft him without 
+ Since there are to. be found , evn 
“Gn Mode Vignea! Marville’s Book, fome Exprefltons 
taken from Painting, which raife a Doubr whether 
he underftands the “ferms of chat Arc fo well as he 
basse does + for Inttancc, when he fays, that 
Mi de'la Bruyere travaille plus en detrempe qu’ a P bile, 
IY, péindve en’ buile, Y am fure of it ; and can 
it by endeniable Authorities : But I doubt 

rit can be faid, peindre aT buile, I refer ic 

Matters, ie h J 
a. ne hh 

XVII. T know nor how I came fo enlily co. be- 
reve that M::de Vignewl- Maree -wow'd wfe with - 

mail Advantage 1 juft now gran-. 

Far from doing fo, thar Critic is ae 

he begits te forges hile Fo it 


ye ve 


















ieee a give him 
i ft three* a) a ies ee what he 
oot doit he woud Hight hee bole And yet, 
judge of him by thofé two or shree Thru gar 
Critic does not feem. to. be in, ety al 
dable “as he: es make. us igen 
ns OF it, oeath 
1 tTrneGreatnet (afer i (elf ¢0 be touch’ 
“fe 44 handled: Is shis, fays he, to (peak ks <2 we 
properly, which M. de la Bruyere fo often wifhes, sare 
‘1 piss This, in good French, and according to, 
proceeds gut Critic, canmot ay {poken, bur af corp 
\ Things, which are handl’d and are tangible. ea! 
“know an ingenious tha who pretends 
Books. and thinks underflands the. Rules 
and Beauties of the Peach Tong who ufe 
of the Term handle in, bce of Things h 
_are.not corporeal. And this fame~ Perfon sien 
-wou'd think ic 2),is M. de Vigne carl im elf, - 
who makes chat ufe of it pe a pee : 
Work whtrein ie fo haughtily aH a 
Bruyere for u once “ihecge 1 ies teneatis ae 2 


isda fa sx. of his 
‘flanges 3 teslenrine sk tis 





But good Senfe and 
i . em nothing. more to be 
fuich formal Decifions be refiited | Fes yet 
‘not M. dele ener ufe that Expreflion, 


le St. Evremont, 5 as_our Crivic. very 
ae cloaths his a sbich sdve--wthle, with 


iy but ever jujt, ever proper to bis 
f eatbenley to rt * Whenshe Choice of a Sub 
ends upon the Orator, be ought to make it fufcepti- 
and Ornament... He ought to throw Order 
| Defign, and Connexion. into bis Thoughts. 
“may nor Profourdac{i be thrown into a Writing, 
well oh Order into @ Defign, and Connexion into, 
; eh is another e4nigma, which our 
isd efir’'d:to explain, if fuk be his Will and 


aay eee whieh he eee 





i figurative TTectes te ier p oper | 
upon fome Occafions. Bat witho . 
treat of this Matter to the botcom , i 4 
that they may be employ’d for rwo ‘ruin mee 
firft, when proper Terms-are_ wai for the ex- * 
prefling our Minds, which very often happens,and 
which can’t be fo much attributed to the Pov. 
of Languages, as to the Ignorance of Mankini 
who ‘not knowing Things in themfelves, 
{peak of them but by way of Comparifon, aE 
other Reafon why we may ufe figurative Terms: 
in a-Difcourfe, isto divert the Mind in reprefent~ 
ingy it by corporeal Images what has been alread 
reftro it Or what isimmediately after exprefs 
e it in Terms 3 and which paint the ching - 
as itis invic felt. For i in that Cafe, the figurative 
ions havingnothing ob{cure, fiblonaae 
the Mind, by tracing to ic in a fenfi 
‘what a ~proper Ex) makes it com, 
bend with an entire Exactnefs. And this, if 
not miftaken, is che only ufe we ought to make he 
figurative Terms, when we are not under an in- 
difpenfable: Neceflity of making ufé of “em. 
lee a Debauch of the Mind ‘which: cannor 
pleafe, pubs i coe Aes Eee ie 
is. offenfive 5 difpleafing , -and y infallibly i " 


it. ty 

* Flea others-the Gare of applying whar_ 

to this Ta flage of the Chargétess which poke? ati 
ee che be Caplin of, M MARGE ere 





sinters dei 


ood T. re Tape Gmitate the bad Stile of | 
Bru A glorious Conclufion, and 
Pesordiam M. dela Bruyere was not 
¥ only likely to have fome Imitators, but he has a@tu- 
cally had great Numbers of them. M. de Vigneil- 
Merville ¢ cannot be ignorant of ic; che Thing has 
ta Nowe in the Republic of Letters. 
ba lunder’d his Words and Exprefiions ; 
ers, his hts; and all have deck’d them- 
‘felves with the Title of his Work, as if it were fuf- 
ficient, in Order to have a fhare in the Glory of an 
‘excellent Writer, to make Books under the’ fame 
‘Title with him.’ For a-confiderable While there 
was ge printed but Works which bore: 1 
: Sra or fomething like it. 6: 
“acteres, Les differens Car: 
i dc " Caratteres & Portraits Critiqu | 
defn : jae des hommes. Portraits Serieus & 
niques, Cavatheres tires. del Ecriture [ainte, Ga 
ie say hg devce fitcle,  Caratteres naturels 
” forme de dialogue. ‘Suite ‘des Onretfere 
wrafte & des Maurs de'ce fiecke, &c.' Nothing | 
gen but, Chere "The Bookfellérs fers Shops 
"ds them..-Ber, pray, con’d the 
mee vy Brayere have better thewn the 








A rs many dull Copies, moft of then 
see tk Public, and all fo very much infe- 
_ tor ro ie Original ? 

But perhaps M. de Vigneul-Marville was of Opini- 
on, thar among thofe Imitators, there are fome that 
may vie with Mvdela Brayere. How then comes it 
that he has not.nam’d them? Why won'd he lofe 
fo fair an Opportunity of convincing us of the Ex- 
tent of his Underftanding, and Solidity of his Judg- 
ment?. For, infallibly, he wou'd have carry’d off 
the Honour of ‘fo glorious a Difcovery ; fince it 
does not, appear that thePublic has yee preferr'd or 
equall'd any of thofe Imitators to him whom they 
have endeavour'd to copy. One of the moft hardy, 
buc not the wifett, has affum'd the haughty Title of 
the Modern Theophra us: And this Perfon, they fay, 
is he that cémes neareft to M, dele Bruyere’ Burif 
he follows him, ’tis only by Track, and ata great 
Diftance, as was lacely made ir’ by a * Writer, 
who. after be had very well demonftrared the De- 
fects, of the Modern Theopbrafus, did not do tid 
Joftice to M. dele Bruyere. Let this be faid without 
oneqares. ae bende oy ark sf this. 
new Cnitic have been already + repell’d, 1 won'd not 
willingly sabail at felf with him, ‘a fecha : 
€rawn upon may Bac Pins sy a an git 
as M. de Vigne: athiot ; 


se Mh rape Td, Bpolegie He Me: tae 10 
pengein Chetgue We Gnage: mek Se se ” “4 Feces. 








Ctitic upon the 

'd of M. de la Bruyere’s 

YT can aver that they are either fuch Sere Books fe. 

_ perficially’ -“ without mings or hy ia under an 
Obligation of, praifing M. de ry ve 

a See whe we have feeb; liether tebe. 

comes him/to {peak thus. « He afterwards names 

fome of thofe Approvers, and endeavours ro leffen 

~ their Authority. \ 


XX. The Firft is Father Boubours, who, * fays 
~ he, bas extol’d M.de Ja Bruyere to the Sky, by ranking 
him among the celebrated Authors who furnifh'd out bis 
Colleétion of Selett Thoughts’: Tis, adds he, was done, 
I beliewe, as much ont of Policy as any thing elfe, He 
believes it; fo let him; but what fignifies ic for us to 
_ know, what he believes, if he does nor let us know 
the Foundation of his Belief? Another need only 
publith in Princ that he believes the contrary ; and 
then there’s Tit for Tat; ---- he and M. Vigneul- 
Marvillewou'd be wpon'a Par; the one never a 
whit more advanc'd than the other. And which 
two thall we believe? But after all that cau 
id, continues our Cenfor, ftill in the Tone of 
Man who will be credited upon his Word, I don’t 
that F. Bouhours ever prais'd M. de la Bruyete 
sand without mental Refridtion. He's too able 
@ Feluitto have gone that Length purcly and fimply, 
) ‘This. is,whar is call’d, affronting People without 
pen yen! Neceflity:” Befides, adds - 
5 if M.dela Bruyere-# an excellent Weiter, all F. 
uhour’s Rules muft be [aid to be falfe ; which that Far 
; - >. - - 2 - 
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ther dies ‘bee 

factirapie es v4 

at this cam mean ;_ 9 
therein but Words which fai nothing. 
are thofe Rules which M. de la Brayere has 
Are they all the Rules of Father Boubours, or 
fome of them ? in, Are thofe Rules 
upon. inconceftable Cuftom, or om his Authoriry~ 
who publifh’d chem? Can a Man be:condemn’d 
without bringing a Bill of Indi&ment ? And cant 
his Indiétment be drawn without feeing the Evi- 
dence? M. de Vigneul-Marville is a little too n 
ligent of Forms, for a Man who has fiudy'd the 
Civil Law. 

Further, By the Manner in whichhe {peaks of 
the Efteem which Father Boubours had publickly 
manifefted for M. de la Bruyere’s Book, wou'd ‘not 
one {wear chat Father Bewbours only prais’d it in 
loofe Terms, and without giving any Reafon for 
his Efteem? ,And yer ‘tis juft the contrary. For, 
not conrent with faying that M. de/a Bruyere has 
folid and agreeable Way of Thinking, he draws 
from his Book Thoughts which are actually full 
of Solidity, Agreeablenefs and Delicacy. For Ex- 
ample, alter having faid thar * the Thought of one 
of the Ancients concerning che Advantage which 
Great Men have.of doing good, to thofé beneath 
them, feems to him very beautiful and noble, he 
adds; A Modern Aushor, i.e M. de la Bruyere, turn 
the ame Maya into, an agreeable ce? mi 
* Great, fas salah in opening Walks‘in | 
~ refts,. making fine ‘erraces, gi their Ceil- 
‘* ings, making Warer-Works and ; 








» prefling ic ina more delicate and agreeable Man- 
ner? That had been the rrag way co pleafesthe 
Public in cenfuring M. de Ja Bruycre’s Book, “He, 
by thatmeans, might have giv'n Authoricy to bis 
Criticifm , weaken’d the Teftimony of Father 
Bowhours, and have pleas’d his Readers by inftruét- 
ing them.“ Thereis, fays M. deta Bruyere-elfe- 
“where, a Country where Joys are vilible, but 
“ falfe ; and the Griefs hidden, bur real. 
“ The Court Life, fays he again, is a ferious 
melancholy Game, and requires Application ; 
a Man mutt range his Pieces and his Batceries, 
havea Defign, purfue it, thwart his Adverfa- 
ties, vencure fometimes, and fometimes play 
“* capricioufly ; yet after all hisMeafures aad Con 
* crivances, heawvill be often bear; whenyhe thinks 
he has manag’d his Men well, and.is ina fair 
way to fucceed, one move Skiliul, ormore Luc- 
‘ky, gets the Game. Jan 
Facher Boudours thought fit ro inferr chofe two 
Paithges in his Colleé&tion of Ingenious Toougats 
andy:according to‘him , uch Definitions or Defcripti- 
onshore she Atstithelis plays alittle 5 bave fomething 
, erpngreestle. 1s M. de Vignent-Marvilleof another 
po area — Father ee oe 
‘on this Occalion,.or tha: he 
was inche:wrong to! commend thofe Thought, 
which to-him, are faife and-unpolieely, 
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XXI. 3 Boubours , our Critic brings) 
om the Stage Abbe’ Fleury, who, Speech of . 
‘Thanks to the French Academy, 1 ‘the Eloginm 
of M. de la: Brayere, in whofe Place he’ fucceeded. 
Thefe Praifescan be of no! ye art accord= | 
ing to M. der Vigneul= > becaale the Complsi« 
fance which M. V Abbe Fleury: Of, obs 
tig’ bimso praife with Excefs 
fides, the Academy i y their 
Incenfe, asa kind of Tibute hich t e to the Me | 
mory of thofe- who chalk’d out for them thé Road rot « 
mortality: This is»all that cou’d have been faid of 
chat Elogivm, had it been norhing elfeiinra heap of 
loofe and general Epithets , as proper to any other 
as M. de ta Brayere. But aif PAbbe. Fleury’s 
whs to paint M. de la Bruyeeto the Dife; to idraw’ 
his true Lineaments, and to'give us therC 
of his Wit and Writings ; asthere’s all-ché Reafon’ 
in the World to believe it was, MvdeVignenMar~ 
ville isto blame to decry thar Klogium,\ wishout-ta~» 
king itto Pieces , and thewing thac ic cannot fuit» 
che Perfon who isthe Subjeét of it. M.de la Brive, 
jere is not fo much concern’d. in this Cenfure as the 
‘Author of his -Panegyric,, *Tis the Works of 





See apes the World, It wou'd be a Pleafure 
“to me to tranicribe all that he fays on that Occali- 
on,if ic were not tobe feen prefix'd to che laftEdici- 
on of the Charaéters. And = M. de Vignen!- 
“ Marville negleéted to Speak 0 its . 


XXII. But how-can we excufe his forgetting M. 
Evremond ? For that famous Author, whofe De- 
“cifions are always fo Rational in M. de Vigneul- 
Marville’s poomitoig. prais'd M. de la Bru- 
_yert, and thar too by folidly reflecting upon a Paf- 
‘of his Book of Charatfers. Thefe are his 

rords.: * Ie were an unpardonable Fault to pafs from a 
“Metaphor with which we bave begun, toa new one, and 
Images which have no Relation to ench 

n inattentive so writing well, be will 

the fame Idea. “ Vpityshim, fays 

the Anh the Charafters. 1-con he is 
© founder'd. He is loft , and our of the way. 
® That is not failing near che Wind; That is noc 
the way eo ae at o delighcful Haven . For- 
rune.’ rom fee be tock care to mi! nosbing foreign 

_ gabbe firft linageabich he ove far ae pet a rich 
am fomesinnis thinks, of theCamdust of 2 Pbilofepher. 

ift is ley as upon the Sea, The Rich Man 

that be wi shere, He looks on bim os 


the way. He judges that he is not failing wear the 
abet be ait y ever texhiln oe f Gad me 
as hot a fingle Word iw ald shis; but is @ Kin 
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Prefatory Difcourfe 


— 
CONCERNING 


THEOPHRASTUS. 


Cannot conceive how it’s poffi- 

ble for Man to entertain a more 

vain and ridiculous T hought, 

than to imagine, when he writes 

: Eaj on any Art or Science, he fhall 

be able to cicape all fort of Cenfure, and ob- 
tain the good Opinion of every Reader. 


For without enlarging on the Diverfity of 
Human Minds, as prodigious as that of their 
Faces, which makes fome relifh Things Spe- 
culative, others Things Practical; iriclines 
fome to turn over Books ne exercife their 
Fancy, others to o i Judgment ; that 

aihongtt * 
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Readers,fome love the Force-of-De; 


- @hOnfiration, others to judge nicely, of 
: form Ratiocinations and» Conjectures; 1 con: 


fine my felf only to thar Sesence which des 
feribes Manners, examines Men, and difcovers 
their Characters ; and I dare.tay, thar Work: 
of this kind, which touch fo near, and whofe 
Subje&t is Men themselves, will not eafily 
meet with a favourable Reception. x 

Some of the Learned relifh nothing but the 
Apothegms of the Ancients, and Examples / 
drawn trom the Romans, Grecians, Perfiats 
and Egyptians; the Hittory of the prefent 
Time is‘infipid to them; they have no man- 
mer of Concern for Men whom they converfe 
and Jive with, and make no Obfervations on 
their Manners. 


The Ladies and Courtiers, on the contrary, 
and all who have a great deal of Wit with- 
out Learning, indifferent for thofe things 
which preceded them, are eager after thote 
which pafs before their Eyes, and as it 
were undge their Hands; thefe they pry 
into, thefe they apprehend ; they continually 
obferve the Perfons about them, are charm’d 
with the Defcriptions and Reprefentations 
made of their Contemporaries and Fellow- 
Citizens, in fhort, of thofe who refemble 
themfelyes, to whan yet they think they do 
not bear the leaft Rtfemblance ; ‘infomuch, 

thas 








’ ‘ 

that thofe who: infrud. us. fron the Pulpit, 
often judge it expedient.to néglect preachirsy 
folid Divinity, to gain Men by . their own 

* Weaknefs, and reduce them to their Duty by 
things which -plea(e their Palate, and are with- 
in their Comprehenfion. 









The Court is-either ignorant of the City, 
1. or has fo contemptible an Opinion of it, as nor 
to take rhe Ridicule, or tobe the leafl rouch’d 
with the Images might be drawn from thence ; 
and if on the contrary, che Court is reprefented, 
sit always is, full of Intrigues and Defigns, 
the City does not find wherewithal from this 
Sketch, to fatisiie Curiofity, and form a 
joft Idea of a Country, which can no other-* 
wife be known but Ly living there. On the 
other fide, it is not very natural for Men to 
agree about the Beauty or Delicacy of a Mo- 
ral Treatife, which defigns and paints them- 
felves, and where they cannot avoid feemg 
their own Faces; they fly into VPatiion and 
condemn it; they no longer approve the Sa- 
tyr then when it loofes its Hold, and keeping 
ata diltance from them, fixes its Tectl on 
Some-body e!fe. 2 


What Probability is there to pleafe all the 
different Tafles of Men, by one fingle Tract 
of Morality? Some look jor Defin.tions, Di- 
vifions, Tables and Metlyd,; are dejirous to 
have expliin’d what Vittue is in general, and 

A3 "then * 


